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EU pressures Iran 
on atom deal in last- 
ditch bid to save it 

By LORNE COOK and DAVID RISING 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Britain, France and Germany on Tues¬ 
day ratcheted up pressure on Iran to stop violating its 
landmark nuclear deal in a last-ditch ettort to resolve their 
differences through talks while also starting a process that 
could bring bock punishing U.N. sanctions on Tehran. 

The three European Union countries are being pressed on 
one side by U.S. President Donald Trump to abandon the 
agreement like he did unilaterally in 2018 , and on the oth¬ 
er side from Iran to provide enough economic incentives 
for them to roll back their violations. Now, the Europeans 
have reluctantly triggered the accord’s dispute mecha¬ 
nism to force Iran into discussions, starting the clock on a 
process that could result in the "snapback" of U.N. and EU 
sanctions on Iran. 

Continued on Page 8 



A cleric walks on the U.S. and British flags while leaving a gathering to commemorate the late 
Iranian Gen. Qassem Soleimani, who was killed in Iraq in a U.S. drone attack on Jan. 3, and victims 
of the Ukrainian plane that was mistakenly downed by the Revolutionary Guard last Wednesday, 
at the Tehran University campus in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2020. 

Associated Press 
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Democrats release new documents on eve of impeachment trial 


By MARY CLARE JALONICK 
and ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

House Democrats have 
released a trove ot docu¬ 
ments they obtained from 
Lev Parnas, a close asso¬ 
ciate of President Donald 
Trump's personal lavv'yer 
Rudy Giuliani, including 
a handwritten note that 
mentions asking Ukraine's 
president to investigate 
"the Biden case." 

The documents show Par¬ 
nas communicating with 
Giuliani and another at¬ 
torney about the removal 
of Marie Yovanovitch, the 
former U.S. ambassador to 
Ukraine. Parnas received 
messages from a man 
named Robert F. Hyde who 
appeared to be describ¬ 
ing detailed surveillance of 



Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., joined by House Intelligence Committee Chairman 
Adam Schiff, D-Calif., leaves a lengthy closed-door meeting with the Democratic Caucus at the 
Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2020. 

Associated Press 
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Yovanovitch while she was 
in Ukraine. Democrats re¬ 
leased the files Tuesday as 
they prepared to send arti¬ 
cles of impeachment to the 
Senate for Trump's trial. The 
documents add new con¬ 
text to their charges that 
Trump pressured Ukraine to 
investigate Democrats as 
he withheld military aid to 
the country. 

Parnas was in frequent 
communication with Giu¬ 
liani and with Ukrainian of¬ 
ficials as he worked as an 
intermediary, the messages 
show. Parnas appeared to 
be pushing unsubstantiat¬ 
ed allegations that Demo¬ 
crat Joe Biden and his son. 
Hunter Biden, were some¬ 
how engaged in corrup¬ 
tion in Ukraine. 

Among the documents is 
a screenshot of a previ¬ 
ously undisclosed letter 
from Giuliani to Ukrainian 
President Volodymir Zelen¬ 
skiy dated May 10, 2019, 
which was before Zelens¬ 
kiy took office. In the letter, 
Giuliani announces himself 
as Trump's personal lawyer 
and requests a meeting 


with Zelenskiy "as personal 
counsel to President Trump 
and with his knowledge 
and consent." 

Also among the docu¬ 
ments is a handwritten note 
on stationery from the Ritz- 
Carlton Hotel in Vienna that 
says "get Zalensky to An- 
nonce that the Biden case 
will be Investigated." Trump 
asked Zelenskiy in a July 
call to investigate his po¬ 
litical rival. Democrat Joe 
Biden, and his son Hunter. 
Hunter Biden served on the 
board of a gas company 
based in Ukraine. 

In a letter outlining the evi¬ 
dence, Democrats said 
that Parnas' attorney con¬ 
firmed that Parnas wrote 
the notes. 

The documents — includ¬ 
ing phone records, texts 
and flash drives turned 
over by Parnas — were 
sent to the House Judiciary 
Committee by three other 
House committees "to be 
included as part of the of¬ 
ficial record that will be 
transmitted to the Senate 
along with the Articles of 
Impeachment," according 


to a statement. Some of 
the materials were made 
public while others were 
marked as sensitive. 

Parnas and his business 
partner, Igor Fruman, both 
U.S. citizens who emigrated 
from the former Soviet bloc, 
were indicted last year on 
charges of conspiracy, 
making false statements 
and falsification of records. 
Prosecutors allege they 
made outsize campaign 
donations to Republican 
causes after receiving mil¬ 
lions of dollars originating 
from Russia. Several of the 
documents show Parnas 
communicating with Giu¬ 
liani and another attorney, 
Victoria Toensing, about 
the removal of Yovano¬ 
vitch. Her removal, pushed 
by Trump, was at the center 
of the Democrats' inquiry. 
Yovanovitch testified in the 
House impeachment hear¬ 
ings that she was the victim 
of a "smear campaign." 
Trump on a July 25 call had 
promised Zelenskiy that 
Yovanovitch was "going to 
go through some things." 
Roughly two months ear¬ 
lier, she had been recalled 
from her diplomatic post. 
On April 23, the day before 
Yovanovitch was direct¬ 
ed to return to the United 
States, Giuliani texted Par¬ 
nas, "He fired her again." 
Parnas texted back, "I pray 
it happens this time I'll call 
you tomorrow my brother." 
Parnas also received mes¬ 
sages from Hyde, who re¬ 
ferred to Yovanovitch as 
a "bitch." Hyde is now run¬ 
ning for a U.S. House seat in 
Connecticut. 

After texting about the am¬ 
bassador, Hyde gave Par¬ 
nas location updates over 
the course of a week. In 
one text, Hyde wrote: "She's 
talked to three people. Her 
phone is off. Her computer 
is off." He said she was un¬ 
der heavy security and "we 
have a person inside."Q 
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Tennessee governor says he will sign anti-LGBT adoption bill 



Rep. Glen Casada, R-Franklin, attends a House session on the first day of the 2020 legislative 
session Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2020, in Nashviiie, Tenn. Casada, the former House Speaker, resigned 
the position in August 2019. 

Associated Press 


By KIMBERLEE KRUESI and 
JONATHAN MAHISE 
Associated Press 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 

Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee an¬ 
nounced Tuesday that he’ll 
sign into law a measure 
that would assure contin¬ 
ued taxpayer funding of 
faith-based foster care and 
adoption agencies even if 
they exclude LGBT families 
and others based on reli¬ 
gious beliefs. 

The GOP-controlled Sen¬ 
ate gave the bill final pas¬ 
sage on the first day of the 
2020 legislative session offer 
it was initially approved by 
the House last April. The bill 
was sent to the Republican 
governor amid warnings by 
critics of possible negative 
consequences for Tennes¬ 
see's reputation. 

Lee's communication direc¬ 
tor, Chris Walker, confirmed 
in a statement Tuesday 
evening that the governor 
would sign the bill. Earlier, 
before the Senate vote, 
Lee declined to weigh in 
after saying he hod not 
read the two-page bill. 

"We are off to a fine start this 
session," state Sen. Steve 
Dickerson joked while de¬ 
bating against the bill ear¬ 
lier as the lone Republican 
opposed. 

A handful of states to date 
have enacted similar leg¬ 
islation i ncluding Kansas, 
Oklahoma, Texas, Ala¬ 
bama, South Dakota, North 
Dakota, Virginia, Mississippi 
and Michigan. But Michi¬ 
gan agreed in settling a 
lawsuit to no longer turn 
away LGBT couples or indi¬ 
viduals because of religious 
objections. 

Nationally, supporters ar¬ 
gue such measures are 


needed to protect against 
potential lawsuits hostile to 
the group's religious beliefs. 
However, critics counter 
that the proposals attack 
LGBT rights and limit the 
number of qualified fami¬ 
lies seeking t o adopt or fos¬ 
ter needy children. 

"This bill is solely about free¬ 
dom," said Sen. Paul Rose, 
the Republican sponsor of 
the bill. 

Rose conceded he thought 
the bill wasn’t necessary, 
pointing out that President 
Donald Trump’s administra¬ 
tion is currently proposing 
o rule that would impose 
the same protections. Yet 
he said he advanced the 
bill this year because there 
was no guarantee Trump 
would be reelected later 
this year. 

Trump’s proposal would re¬ 
scind an Obama-era rule 
that prevented foster care 
agencies from receiving 
federal funds if they dis¬ 
criminated against families 
based on sexual orienta¬ 
tion and gender identity. 
Ultimately, 20 Republicans 
approved the bill while five 
other Republican members 
simply voted "present" even 
after some questioned the 
bill’s benefits. 

Dickerson was the only Re¬ 
publican to join the Sen¬ 
ate’s five Democrats in 
opposition. He said the bill 
would allow certain groups 
to limit the families where 
children could be sent, 
adding "I expect that wait¬ 
ing list to increase some¬ 
what." 

He added, "This will have a 
direct fiscal impact on the 
state, not to mention the 
humanitarian impact and 
emotional impact on those 


c hildren who ... will now be 
in a foster setting for a lon¬ 
ger time." 

In 2011, Illinois declined to 
renew its state contract 
with Catholic Charities 
adoption services due to 
its policy of refusing child 
placement to same-sex 
couples. Catholic Charities 
has also stopped handling 
adoptions in Washington 
D.C., Massachusetts and 
San Francisco over con¬ 
cerns they would be re¬ 
quired to act against their 
religious beliefs. 

If the proposal bee omes 
law os the governor has 
signaled, current adop¬ 
tion practices in Tennessee 
aren’t expected to change. 
Some faith-based agen¬ 
cies already do not allow 
gay couples to adopt. But 
this measure would provide 
legal protections to agen¬ 
cies that do. 


For example, denied ap¬ 
plicants couldn’t sue an 
agency for damages if 
the religious belief or moral 
conviction was cited as a 
reason. 

The legislation sparked op¬ 
position from civil rights and 
foster advocates. 

"The foster care system is at 
a critical juncture where it 
is required by new federal 
law to reduce the number 
of children placed in harm¬ 
ful group homes and to ex¬ 
pand family home options 
for children who cannot 
safely return to their fam¬ 
ily of origin," said Currey 
Cook, counsel and director 
of Lambda Legal. "Children 
who need more homes, 
not fewer, should not suf¬ 
fer as part of efforts to chip 
away at equality for LGBTQ 
families." 

Over in the House, law¬ 
makers hod less on top on 


opening day though an 
unrelated political devel¬ 
opment unfolded. 
Republican Rep. David Byrd 
confirmed he doesn’t plan 
to seek reelection this year. 
Byrd had been accused 
of sexual misconduct by 
three women when he was 
their high school basketball 
coach and a teacher de¬ 
cades ago, before being 
elected. He was reelected 
in 2018 despite the accusa¬ 
tions. 

Byrd said he told GOP 
colleagues in on August 
closed door gathering that 
he wouldn’t run again, as 
The Tennessean had re¬ 
ported. 

"I told my caucus I wouldn’t 
go run, and I hate to go 
back on my word, even 
though I’m getting a lot of 
pressure put on me in my 
district to run," Byrd told The 
Associated Press. □ 
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This Dec. M, 2018, file photo shows traffic on the Hollywood 
Freeway in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


Trump administration 
signais compromise 
on gas miieage ruies 


By TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto Writer 
DETROIT (AP) — The Trump 
administration is signal¬ 
ing that it could increase 
fuel economy standards, 
possibly compromising on 
its push to freeze them at 
2020 levels. 

In one of the administra¬ 
tion's hardest-fought bat¬ 
tles to roll bock Obomo-ero 
environmental regulations, 
two federal agencies sub¬ 
mitted o final rule on gas 
mileage and greenhouse 
gas emissions on Tuesday. 
But they would not give de¬ 
tails until the rule is reviewed 
and formally published by 
the Office of Management 
and Budget. 

Still, the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administra¬ 
tion says in a statement that 
it believes the rule, written 
jointly with the Environmen¬ 
tal Protection Agency, will 
improve gas mileage and 
reduce emissions from the 
U.S. fleet of new vehicles. 
The statement also said the 
rule would make new ve¬ 
hicles more affordable for 
Americans, thereby putting 
more new vehicles on the 
road that are safer than 
the ones they replaced. 
"When finalized, this rule will 


be a win for all Americans," 
the statement said. 

Last year, the administra¬ 
tion’s proposed freeze 
touched off a huge le¬ 
gal fight with California, 
which has authority under 
the Clean Air Act to set its 
own greenhouse gas emis¬ 
sions, and by extension, 
gas mileage standards. 
Trump revoked California’s 
authority, and the state 
challenged the decision in 
court. 

Later, the auto industry 
split on the matter with four 
companies. Ford, BMW, 
Volkswagen and Honda, 
siding with California. Most 
other automakers went 
with Trump. 

When the Trump admin¬ 
istration released its pro¬ 
posed "Safer Affordable 
Fuel-Efficient Vehicles Rule" 
in August of 2018, it was 
panned by environmental 
groups who said the calcu¬ 
lations were flawed. 

Even the EPA’s Science 
Advisory Board, mainly ap¬ 
pointed by Trump, ques¬ 
tioned the rationale in a 
draft report late last year. 
"There are significant weak¬ 
nesses in the scientific anal¬ 
ysis of the proposed rule," 
the board wrote. □ 


Trump admin weighs shifting 
biiiions more for border wall 



In this Sept. 18, 2019, file photo. President Donald Trump tours a section of the southern border wall 
in Otay Mesa, Calif. 

Associated Press 


By COLLEEN LONG and AN¬ 
DREW TAYLOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Trump administration is 
weighing whether to shift 
billions more in military fund¬ 
ing to build the border wall 
after already moving more 
than $6 billion, prompting a 
fresh round of criticism from 
lawmakers. 

But senior administration 
officials cautioned that no 
final decisions have been 
made, and no official fig¬ 
ures have been decided. 
The officials were not au¬ 
thorized to publicly discuss 
internal deliberations and 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity. 

The border wall is one of 
Trump’s signature issues — 
he's been talking about 
building a "big beautiful 
wall" between the U.S. and 
Mexico since his early cam¬ 
paign days. 

Then, he was claiming he’d 
make Mexico pay for it. But 
American taxpayers are 
paying instead — and wall 
funding has been a major 
source of conflict between 
Democratic lawmakers 
and Trump as they negoti¬ 
ate agency funding bills 
each year. Last year Trump 
was forced to settle for just 
$1.4 billion in wall funding 


following the longest gov¬ 
ernment shutdown in his¬ 
tory. 

But he issued a controver¬ 
sial declaration of a na¬ 
tional emergency shortly 
afterward that allowed 
him to shift almost three 
times as much money from 
military construction ac¬ 
counts to wall building. The 
Supreme Court ruled this 
summer the funds could be 
used. In total, about $12 bil¬ 
lion has been allocated for 
the wall. And billions more 
have been requested. 
Homeland Security offi¬ 
cials, who manage border 
security, referred questions 
on the funding to the White 
House, which did not com¬ 
ment. 

Acting Secretary of Home¬ 
land Security Chad Wolf 
disputed the critics who 
say the new construction is 
only replacing old fencing. 
The new, 30-foot (9-meter) 
walls do replace other bar¬ 
riers, but those were shorter 
and easier to cross. Wolf 
said he’s confident the ad¬ 
ministration will build or start 
to build 400 to 450 miles 
(644 to 724 kilometers) by 
the end of the year. 

At a Pentagon news con¬ 
ference Tuesday, Defense 
Secretary Mark Esper was 
asked about the reports 


that the administration is 
considering diverting bil¬ 
lions more in Defense De¬ 
partment funding to sup¬ 
port wall construction this 
year. 

He declined to respond di¬ 
rectly beyond saying the 
Pentagon considers the 
Southwest U.S. border to be 
part of its mission to protect 
the homeland, and that 
the Pentagon supports the 
DHS in that respect. Asked 
whether that meant sup¬ 
porting DHS financially, he 
said, "If that’s what it takes, 
we prepared to support." 
House Appropriations 
Committee Chairwoman 
Nita M. Lowey and other 
lawmakers said the admin¬ 
istration was planning to 
"steal" $7.2 billion in coun¬ 
ternarcotics and military 
construction funding to 
pay for the wall. 

"Having failed to get his 
way in Congress, it ap¬ 
pears President Trump is 
now once again forcing 
servicemembers and their 
families to pay for his wall 
by cancelling even more 
vital military construction 
projects," Lowey, of New 
York, and other Demo¬ 
cratic lawmakers said in a 
statement. "He is choosing 
politics over their readiness 
and quality of life.’’Q 









WDAY. 


U.S. NEWSI^^o 


WEDNESDAY 15 JANUARY 2020 



VtfEDNESOW^ 


Ange '3 




Zanelti 


Paella, wine & more 


JE YRAUSqUIN Blvd B3 +297 280 8448 
Between Bercele end Hilton 
FREE parking in Barcelo Resort 
Rsvn: www.bohemianaruba.coni 


Jet dumps 
schoolkids 

By STEFANIE DAZIO 
Associated Press 
CUDAHY, Calif. (AP) — A 

mist of fuel dumped by 
an airliner with an engine 
problem as if made an 
emergency return to Los 
Angeles International Air¬ 
port fell on several schools 
Tuesday, causing minor skin 
and lung irritation to 56 chil¬ 
dren and adults, officials 
said. 

The fuel sprayed out of the 
plane in two lines and the 
strong-smelling vapor de¬ 
scended at midday in the 
city of Cudahy and nearby 
parts of Los Angeles Coun¬ 
ty, about 13 miles (21 kilo¬ 
meters) east of the airport. 
The vapor fell on five el¬ 
ementary schools, but all 
injuries were minor and no 
one was taken to hospitals, 
Los Angeles County Fire 
Department Inspector Sky 
Cornell said. It didn't force 
any evacuations. 

"That’s a great sign," Cornell 
said. People were treated 
with soap and water. Fire 
Inspector Henry Narvaez 
said. 

Shortly after takeoff. Delta 
Air Lines Flight 89 to Shang¬ 
hai "experienced an en¬ 
gine issue requiring the 
aircraft to return quickly to 
LAX. 

The aircraft landed safely 
after release of fuel, which 
was required as part of nor¬ 
mal procedure to reach a 
safe landing weight," the 
company said in a state¬ 
ment. The airline did not 


fuel that lands on 
near Los Angeles 


release details about the 
engine problem. The Fed¬ 
eral Aviation Administra¬ 
tion said it is investigating. 
"There are special fuel¬ 
dumping procedures for 
aircraft operating into 
and out of any major U.S. 
airport," the FAA said in a 
statement. 

"These procedures call for 
fuel to be dumped over 
designated unpopulated 
areas, typically at higher 
altitudes so the fuel atom¬ 
izes and disperses before it 
reaches the ground." 

The FlightAware website’s 
flight track showed the jet 
took off over the ocean 
and made an immediate 
right turn toward land and 
circled back over Southern 
California to approach the 
airport from the east. 

Delta said it was in touch 
with the airport and Fire De¬ 
partment and shared "con¬ 
cerns regarding reported 
minor injuries to adults and 
children." 

The Los Angeles Unified 
School District said its Park 
Avenue Elementary cam¬ 
pus in Cudahy and 93rd 
Street Elementary had "di¬ 
rect impacts from the fuel." 
Cornell said 31 children 
and adults were affected 
at Park Avenue, and 12 
at 93rd Street. The rest of 
those affected were at 
other schools. 

The school district said in 
a statement that para¬ 
medics were immediately 
called to treat anyone 


complaining of "skin irrita¬ 
tion or breathing problems" 
and that its environmental 
health and safety office 
also responded. 

Park Avenue sixth-grader 
Diego Martinez said he 
and his classmates were 
outside for physical edu¬ 
cation class when they 
saw the airplane flying low 
overhead. □ 



In this photo from video, Deito Air Lines Fiight 89 to Shanghai, 
China, dumps fuei over Los Angeies before returning to Los 
Angeies Internationai Airport for an emergency ianding 
Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2020. 

Associated Press 
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U.S. sending Mexican 
migrants 1,000 
miies from border 


By ASTRID GALVAN and EL¬ 
LIOT SPAGAT 
Associated Press 
PHOENIX (AP) — The Trump 
administration said Tues¬ 
day it will start deporting 
about 250 Mexicans a 
week on flights from Tuc¬ 
son, Arizona, to Guadala¬ 
jara, over 1,000 miles (1,640 
kilometers) from the bor¬ 
der. 

The move reflects how 
Mexicans have become a 
higher priority in border en¬ 
forcement os fewer Cen¬ 
tral Americans head to the 
U.S. 

The flights aim to deter 
attempts at crossing the 
border illegally by sending 
people deeper into Mexi¬ 
co. 

Immigration authorities be¬ 
gan the repatriation flights 
to Mexico's interior in De¬ 
cember. 

The Department of Home¬ 
land Security said there will 
be two flights a week, start¬ 
ing Jan. 24. 

Heather Swift, a depart¬ 
ment spokeswoman, said 
the flights satisfy a long¬ 
standing request of the 
Mexican government and 
will take people who are 
deported closer to their 
hometowns. 

Mexicans from states that 
border the U.S. will not be 
put on the flights. 

Mexicans are exempt from 
a U.S. policy introduced a 
year ago to make asylum- 
seekers wait in Mexico for 
hearings in U.S. immigration 
court. 

More than 56,000 asylum- 
seekers had been turned 
back by the end of No¬ 


vember, according to 
Syracuse University's Trans¬ 
actional Records Access 
Clearinghouse, about two- 
thirds of them Guatemalan 
or Honduran. 

The policy, called "Migrant 
Protection Protocols," has 
expanded across the bor¬ 
der as the number of Cen¬ 
tral Americans arriving at 
the border has plunged. 
Mexicans accounted for 
half of the arrests and 
people stopped at the U.S. 
border in December, more 
than three times more than 
any other nationality and a 
shift from much of last year, 
when Guatemala and 
Honduras were the top 
countries of origin. 

"This is another example of 
the Trump administration 
working with the govern¬ 
ment of Mexico to address 
the ongoing border secu¬ 
rity crisis," Swift said. 

A similar program in place 
from 2004 to 2012 also flew 
Mexicans who had crossed 
the border through Arizona 
deep into Mexican cities at 
the cost of $100 million over 
its lifespan. 

The repatriation program 
was meant as a deterrent 
for border-crossers who 
might attempt the trek 
again. 

Mexican officials initially 
had doubts, but they em¬ 
braced the program as 
a way to save lives at a 
time when thousands of 
migrants were dying in the 
desert. Over 125,000 peo¬ 
ple were flown at no cost 
to them. The program end¬ 
ed when the number of mi¬ 
grants began to drop.Q 


Officials: Dam at Mississippi lake 
could soon fail 



County officials work on the Oktibbeha County Lake Dam, 
Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2020, near Starkville, Miss., after County 
Engineer Clyde Pritchard warned the dam's failure was 
imminent. 

Associated Press 


STARKVILLE, Miss. (AP) — 

Heavy rains could cause 
the failure of a dam in a 
rural northeastern Missis¬ 
sippi county as officials on 
Tuesday urged residents 
to evacuate as a precau¬ 
tion. 

Oktibbeha County Emer¬ 
gency Management 
Agency Director Kristen 
Campanella said the 
county engineer had in¬ 
spected the Oktibbeha 
County Lake dam, report¬ 
ed extremely high water 
levels in the lake and not¬ 
ed the dam could fail at 
any time. 

Mississippi has one of the 
highest numbers of dams 
that pose dangers and 
are in poor or unsatisfac¬ 
tory condition, according 
to a two-year investiga¬ 
tion by The Associated 
Press. 

The Oktibbeha County 
Lake dam was rated 
“fair”the last time it was 
inspected in 2016. A Feb¬ 
ruary 2019 report made 
available to the AP on 
Tuesday noted ongoing 


seepage problems that 
the owners — the Oktib¬ 
beha County Board of 
Supervisors — said they 
lacked money to fix. 

The report did not detail 
how much the repairs 
would cost or how long 
the problem with seep¬ 
age has existed 
The board has issued a 
warning about the cur¬ 
rent danger of a breach 
and activated an emer¬ 
gency action plan, news 
outlets reported. The 
plan, reviewed Tuesday 
by the AP, says a breach 
would lead to the closure 
of nine highways. 

While the evacuation is 
not mandatory, Cam¬ 
panella urged residents 
near the dam to relocate 
immediately to a safer 
distance. The number of 
people affected wasn't 
immediately clear. Cam¬ 
panella told the AP there 
were about 130 property 
addresses in the area. “A 
lot are family properties, 
though, so there are mul¬ 
tiple trailers on the land,” 


she said. The emergency 
plan states that 108 struc¬ 
tures would need to be 
evacuated in the event 
of a breach. 

Campanella said a com¬ 
munity safe room has 
been set up “as a staging 
area” until a Red Cross 
shelter opens at a local 
church. The dam is about 
8 miles (13 kilometers) 
northwest of Starkville. 
Mississippi has 5,886 dams 
counted in federal re¬ 
cords. Of those, 375 are 
high-hazard dams, mean¬ 
ing they could kill some¬ 
one if they fail. Of those, 
35% are in poor or unsat¬ 
isfactory condition — the 
fourth highest share in 
the country among the 
44 states and Puerto Rico 
that had high hazard 
dams in bad shape. 

Since the beginning of 
2014, the Mississippi De¬ 
partment of Environmen¬ 
tal Quality has counted 
42 dams that have failed. 
At least nine others have 
been drained, sometimes 
in face of imminent haz¬ 
ard. According to the Na¬ 
tional Weather Service, 
the area of the Okitib- 
beha Lake on Tuesday 
had received 2.5 to 3.5 
inches (6.3 to 8.9 centime¬ 
ters) of rain over 24 hours. 
Based on radar estimates, 
it received 2 inches (5.1 
centimeters) over six 
hours, said meteorologist 
John Moore. 

Moore said the area has 
recently gone through 
flash flood warnings. 
“They started the year 
really, really wet and 
haven't gotten a break,” 
Moore said. □ 
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6 guards, 15 others 
charged In Rikers 
Island bribery case 


NEW YORK (AP) — Federal 
prosecutors announced 
charges Tuesday against 
six New York City correc¬ 
tional otticers accused of 
taking thousands of dol¬ 
lars in bribes to smuggle 
drugs to inmates at the 
Rikers Island jail complex. 
Fifteen other people, in¬ 
cluding several inmates, 
also were charged in 
criminal complaints un¬ 
sealed in U.S. District 
Court in Brooklyn. 

The scheme had been 
under investigation since 
early 2019, prosecutors 
said, and involved guards 
sneaking a smartphone, 
marijuana and other 
drugs into the troubled 
jail complex. 

Investigators said they 
found a dozen clear plas¬ 
tic bags of marijuana af¬ 
ter searching one inmate 
involved in the conspira¬ 
cy. They said he also had 
on iPhone and charger in 
his laundry bag. 
Authorities said they re¬ 
viewed financial records, 
conducted surveillance 
and listened to recorded 
calls in which the defen¬ 
dants used coded lan¬ 
guage to talk about the 
smuggling. 

In at least one instance, 
prosecutors said, "Oak¬ 
land Raider jerseys" was 
code for marijuana. 
"Contraband smuggling 
enterprises have long 


plagued city jail facili¬ 
ties," Margaret Garnett, 
the commissioner of the 
city's Department of In¬ 
vestigation, said in a 
news release. "The arrests 
today are another exam¬ 
ple of a pattern in which 
inmates and outside con¬ 
spirators identify correc¬ 
tion officers vulnerable to 
corruption and use them 
to carry drugs and other 
illegal substances into the 
jails." 

The Department of Cor¬ 
rections officers charged 
in the case are: Dar- 
rington James, 30, Pat¬ 
rick Legerme, 29, Aldrin 
Livingston, 31, Michael 
Murray, 28, Angel Rodri¬ 
guez, 23, and Christopher 
Walker, 28. 

It was not immediately 
clear whether they had 
defense attorneys to 
comment on their behalf. 
A dozen of the defen¬ 
dants were expected to 
appear before a federal 
magistrate Tuesday. 
Prosecutors said three 
others remained at large. 
New York City lawmakers 
voted in October to close 
Rikers Island, one of the 
world's largest jails, and 
replace the complex with 
four smaller jails intended 
to be more modern and 
humane and closer to the 
city's main courthouses in 
Manhattan, Brooklyn, the 
Bronx and Queens. □ 


Targeting rich neighborhoods, 
man stole 1,300 people's moil 


By JONATHAN DREW 
Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — A North Carolina 
man was sentenced to more than three 
years in prison for roaming neighborhoods 
after dark, stealing mail from mailboxes 
and then cashing thousands of dollars in 
pilfered checks, prosecutors said Tuesday. 
Since at least 2016, Erik Magana's scheme 
targeted affluent neighborhoods in several 
North Carolina towns including Charlotte, 
Davidson and Gastonia as well as Fort Mill, 
South Carolina, according to court docu¬ 
ments. Authorities say he would drive up 
to mailboxes, reach his hand through the 
window of the car and take mail that resi¬ 
dents had failed to bring inside after day¬ 
time delivery. Authorities documented 
mail stolen from at least 1,300 victims. 

The 34-year-old Charlotte resident, who 
pleaded guilty in April to mail theft and 
aggravated identity theft, was sentenced 
to 42 months in prison in federal court. Fie 
also was ordered to pay $77,000 in restitu¬ 
tion, which represents documented losses 
to banks he defrauded, though the ac¬ 
tual cost of his fraud is likely much higher, 
prosecutors said. "Contained within the 
defendant's apartment were undelivered 
Flamilton tickets, Christmas ornaments, 
merchandise, passports, state and feder¬ 
al income tax refund checks, credit and 
debit cards, and business and vendor 
payments, amongst others," prosecutors 
wrote in court documents. "The time and 
energy many of these victims expended 
to obtain replacement tax refund checks 
from the IRS or North Carolina, cancelling 
and replacing credit cards, and reissuing 
checks to vendors for payments cannot 
be underestimated." U.S. Postal Inspector 
Anton Jones wrote in a court document 
that his investigation of Magana began 
in late 2018 after authorities received nu¬ 
merous reports from the Charlotte area of 
people having mail stolen from residential 
mailboxes during early morning hours. The 



This undated booking photo provided by the 
Mecklenburg County, N.C., Sheritf's Otfice 
shows Erik Magana, of Charlotte, N.C., who 
authorities said stole moil from at least 1,300 
victims' mailboxes and then fraudulently 
deposited checks. 

Associated Press 

victims also reported that checks or credit 
cards were used without their consent. The 
inspector wrote that he obtained a war¬ 
rant and began tracking the blue 2017 
Mercedes sedan driven by Magana dur¬ 
ing early morning runs through affluent 
neighborhoods. Prosecutors wrote that 
over an approximately one-week period 
"he was tracked during the overnight hours 
driving through Charlotte-area neighbor¬ 
hoods almost every day that mail was de¬ 
livered. Postal Inspectors also personally 
observed the defendant stealing mail by 
reaching his arm through the open win¬ 
dow of his vehicle." Magana would then 
take stolen checks, sometimes forging the 
recipient's signature, and deposit them 
into bank accounts, then quickly withdraw 
cash before the banks had time to notice 
the funds were stolen, according to court 
documents. □ 
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EU pressures Iran on atom deal in last-ditch bid to save it 



In this Dec. 23, 2019 file photo released by the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran, technicians 
work at the Arak heavy water reactor's secondary circuit, as officials and media visit the site, near 
Arak, Iran. 


Continued from Front 

The three nations specifi¬ 
cally avoided threatening 
the sanctions Vv'hile empha¬ 
sizing hopes for o negoti¬ 
ated resolution. They held 
off their announcement 
until tensions between the 
U.S. and Iran had calmed 
down after the Jan. 3 kill¬ 
ing of an Iranian general in 
an American drone strike 
so their intent would not be 
misinterpreted. 

"Our goal is clear: We want 
to preserve the accord 
and come to a diplomatic 
solution within the agree¬ 
ment," German Foreign 
Minister Heiko Maas said in 
a statement. "We will tackle 
this together with all part¬ 
ners in the agreement. We 
call on Iran to participate 
constructively in the nego¬ 
tiation process that is now 
beginning." 

Iran’s Foreign Ministry 
warned of a "serious and 
strong response" to the Eu¬ 
ropean move. But at the 
same time, ministry spokes¬ 
man Abbas Mousavi held 
out an olive branch, say¬ 
ing his country was "fully 
ready to answer any good 


will and constructive effort" 
that preserves the nuclear 
deal, Iran's official IRNA 
news agency reported. 

The accord, which Iran 
signed with the U.S., Brit¬ 
ain, Germany, France, 
China and Russia in 2015, 
has been unraveling since 
Trump pulled Washington 
out in 2018 and reinstated 
sanctions designed to crip¬ 
ple the Islamic Republic un¬ 
der what the U.S. called a 
"maximum pressure" cam¬ 
paign. 

The Europeans felt com¬ 
pelled to act, despite ob¬ 
jections from Russia and 
China, because every vio¬ 
lation of the deal reduces 
the so-called "breakout 
time" Iran needs to pro¬ 
duce a nuclear bomb, 
Britain’s Foreign Secretary 
Dominic Raab told Parlia¬ 
ment. 

"Each of these actions 
were individually serious," 
Raab said. "Together, they 
now raise acute concerns 
about Iran's nuclear am¬ 
bitions." Iran insists it is not 
seeking an atomic weap¬ 
on. 

At the time of the sign¬ 
ing of the deal, known as 


the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action or JCPOA, 
Iran’s "breakout" time was 
estimated to be as little as 
two months. With the safe¬ 
guards in place, limiting 
Iran’s stockpiles of enriched 
uranium and heavy water, 
the number and types of 
centrifuges it can use to en¬ 


rich uranium, and the purity 
that is allowed, that esti¬ 
mate grew to more than a 
year. 

Trump said the deal should 
be renegotiated because 
it didn’t address Iran’s bal¬ 
listic missile program or its 
involvement in regional 
conflicts, and reimposed 
U.S. sanctions that have left 
Iran’s economy reeling. To 
pressure the remaining sig¬ 
natories to provide enough 
economic incentives to off¬ 
set the U.S. sanctions, Iran 
last year began violating its 
limitations in stages. 
Throughout, it has an¬ 
nounced the violations 
publicly and continued to 
allow inspectors from the 
International Atomic Ener¬ 
gy Agency in to its facilities. 
Following the U.S. drone 
strike that killed Revolution¬ 
ary Guard Gen. Qassem 
Soleimani, Iran announced 
what it said was its fifth and 
final step in violating the 
deal, saying it would no 
longer abide by any limita¬ 
tion to its enrichment activi¬ 
ties. 

That left the Europeans 
"with no choice" but to in¬ 
voke the dispute mecha¬ 
nism, Raab told Parliament. 
"We do so with a view to 
bringing Iran back into 
full compliance," he said, 
adding that they hope the 
move will "reinforce the 
diplomatic track, not to 
abandon it." 


Associated Press 

In their letter to the EU's for¬ 
eign policy chief announc¬ 
ing their move, the three 
countries distanced them¬ 
selves from the new U.S. 
sanctions. 

"Our three countries are 
not joining a campaign to 
implement maximum pres¬ 
sure against Iran," they said. 
"Our hope is to bring Iran 
back into full compliance 
with its commitments." 

At the same time, they 
rejected Tehran's argu¬ 
ment that it was justified 
in violating the deal be¬ 
cause Washington broke 
the agreement first when it 
pulled out. 

Invoking the dispute mech¬ 
anism starts a 30-day pe¬ 
riod in which to resolve the 
problem, which can be 
extended and probably 
will be. If the problem per¬ 
sists, the matter could be 
brought before the U.N. 
Security Council and might 
result in the "snapback" of 
sanctions that had been 
lifted under the deal. 
Despite Iran’s recent viola¬ 
tions, all remaining parties 
to the JCPOA have said it is 
worth preserving, saying it is 
the best way to curb Iran's 
nuclear program. Diplo¬ 
mats note that even with 
its violations, Iran is still en¬ 
riching uranium to a lower 
purity than it did before the 
deal, and IAEA inspectors 
continue to have access to 
its facilities. □ 

















WORLD NEWSI^Po 


WEDNESDAY 15 JANUARY 2020 


Exclusive Dinner Cruise 

Indulge 10uleganloulJneTyjourney on bo^d 
our fuxuiy vessel | &;00 FM • 9;00 PM 


Luxury Lagoon Cruise 

OisMner til? hidden treeNires af the S|U4ti$h Ugoon 
barrier rae( I ia;OD AM-3:0ti PM 


Book today ^ 

I <.+297583^400 


WWW.mo iiforcec ru Lse.com 


AN UNFORGETTABLE LUXURY EXPERIENCE 



Smoke rise following a big explosion at an Industrial hub near 
the port city of Tarragona, Spain, Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2020. 

Associated Press 


Spain: Chemical plant 
explosion kills 1, injures at 
least 9 


ARITZ PARRA and CIARAN 
GILES 

Associated Press 
MADRID (AP) — A massive 
explosion at a petrochemi¬ 
cal plant in northeastern 
Spain on Tuesday killed one 
person and injured at least 
nine others, three seriously, 
regional authorities said. 

A press spokesman for the 
port city of Tarragona, 
where the plant is located, 
said a preliminary investi¬ 
gation indicated the force 
of the blast killed an indi¬ 
vidual in a nearby neigh¬ 
borhood. 

The spokesman said he 
hod no further details. He 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity in keeping with City 
Hall regulations. 

The regional fire service 
tweeted that the man had 
died in a building affected 
by the blast. They said one 
other person was injured in 
the building. 

The interior minister of 
Spain's Catalonia region 
said eight workers at the 
factory were injured, three 
seriously, and one person 
remained missing. 
Emergency services said 
that two of the injured 
were being treated for ma¬ 
jor burns. 

The civil protection agen¬ 
cy in the Catalonia region 


called the blast a "chemi¬ 
cal accident" and initially 
warned people in parts of 
the city of just over 130,000 
and in nearby towns to re¬ 
frain from going outside as 
preventive measures. 

The confinement measures 
were lifted and two roads 
that had been cordoned 
off were reopened some 
three hours after the eve¬ 
ning blast. 

Interior department chief 
Miguel Buch tweeted that 
the fire was not toxic but he 
advised residents to remain 
inside. The blast took place 
on the premises of Iqoxe, 
according to a woman 
who answered the phone 
at the company and who 
quickly hung up the phone 
without giving her name. 
According to the compa¬ 
ny's website, Iqoxe is Spain's 
sole producer of ethylene 
oxide, a chemical com¬ 
pound used for making 
detergents, solvents and 
other products, as well as 
glycol, one of the main raw 
materials in the production 
of plastics. 

Local residents posted vid¬ 
eos showing the aftermath 
of the blast, with flames 
and a big column of black 
smoke emerging from an 
area dotted with big indus¬ 
trial tanks. □ 



In this file picture taken on Thursday, Dec. 19, 2019, Marian Keener the suspected mastermind in 
the slaying of an investigative journalist Jan Kuciak and his fiancee Martina Kusnirova, who were 
shot dead in their home on Feb. 21, 2018, is escorted by armed police officers from a courtroom 
after a trial session in Pezinok, Slovakia. 

Associated Press 


Middleman in killing of Siovak journaiist 
points finger 


BRATISLAVA, Slovakia (AP) — A man who 

has admitted to arranging the murder of 
an investigative journalist and his fiancee 
in Slovakia told a court Tuesday that he 
did so at the behest of local businessman 
Marian Keener. 

Zoltan Andrusko told a court in the town 
of Pezinok, north of the capital Bratislava, 
that he was the middleman "at the request 
of Mr. Keener." Keener, who denies any 
involvement in the slaying, had allegedly 
threatened Jan Kuciak following publica¬ 
tion of a story about him. 

"I am terribly sorry about what happened," 
Andrusko said. "It's impossible to fix it but I 
will try to do all I can to set things right," 
Andrusko confirmed the prosecution's 
claim a total of 70,000 euros ($77,800) was 
paid, 50,000 of which in cash and the re¬ 
maining 20,000 to forgive a debt. 
Andrusko was among the original five sus¬ 
pects charged in relation to the alleged 
contract killing of Jan Kuciak and Martina 
Kusnirova in Feb. 2018 that subsequently 


brought down the country's government. 
But he made an agreement to cooperate 
with prosecutors in exchange for a lower 
sentence. 

He has already received a 15-year prison 
term on Dec 30. 

The four defendants still standing trial face 
potential prison sentences of 25 years to 
life. The man suspected of shooting the 
couple pleaded guilty on Monday. The 
other three defendants, including Kee¬ 
ner, have all pleaded not guilty to murder 
charges. 

Kuciak was shot in the chest and Kusnirova 
was shot in the head at their home in the 
town of Velka Moca, east of Bratislava, on 
Feb. 21,2018. Both were aged 27. 

The killings triggered major street protests 
and a political crisis that led to the previ¬ 
ous government's collapse. Kuciak had 
been also investigating possible govern¬ 
ment corruption. 

It is not clear when a verdict might be 
issued.Q 
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Deputy prime minister calls Japan a nation with single race 



In this Jan. 6, 2020, file photo, Japan's Finance Minister Taro Aso 
poses during a ceremony marking the start of this year's trading 
in Tokyo. 

Associated Press 


By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — Japan’s 
deputy prime minister de¬ 
scribed the country as the 
only one in the world with a 
single race, language and 
2,000-year-old monarchy, 
sparking criticism that he 
was ignoring an indigenous 
ethnic group and Japa¬ 
nese racial diversity. 

Taro Aso, who is also fi¬ 
nance minister and one of 
most influential lawmak¬ 
ers in Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe’s government, has 
mode a series of remarks 
in the past deemed insensi¬ 
tive and discriminatory. 

“No other country but this 
one has lasted for as long 
as 2,000 years with one lan¬ 
guage, one ethnic group 
and one dynasty,” Aso said 
in a speech Monday. 


Aso, 79, apologized on 
Tuesday, saying he meant 
to say Japan has survived 
a long time without expe¬ 
riencing any major migra¬ 
tions or occupation by oth¬ 


er ethnic groups. 
Indigenous Ainu people 
have lived in what is now 
northern Japan for thou¬ 
sands of years and were 
officially recognized by a 


law enacted last year to 
protect and promote their 
culture. 

Japan alsa has 2.7 millian 
fareign residents, mare 
than 2% at its fatal papula¬ 
tion of 126 million, accord¬ 
ing to government statis¬ 
tics. That includes more 
than 400,000 ethnic Kore¬ 
ans, many of whom came 
voluntarily or forcibly to 
Japan during its 1910-1945 
calonial rule of the Kore¬ 
an Peninsula, and abaut 
360,000 Koreans who have 
been naturalized. 
Internatianal cauples com¬ 
prised more than 3% of 
the marriages in 2017. Last 
year, Japan relaxed visa 
requirements to allow more 
foreign workers to make up 
for a declining workforce in 
a nation with an aging and 
falling papulation. 


In his speech Monday, Aso 
also praised Japan’s suc¬ 
cess in last year’s Rugby 
Warld Cup and nated its 
ethnically diverse team. 
Japan became “ane 
team” while maintaining its 
own culture and language, 
Aso said, stressing the im¬ 
portance of having a clear 
sense of Japanese identity 
as the country competes 
internationally in sparts and 
in ather ways. 

Last year, Aso blamed the 
elderly and childless far Ja¬ 
pan’s aging and declining 
population. In 2018, he de¬ 
fended a top bureaucrat in 
his finance ministry against 
sexual harassment allega¬ 
tions. He was also criticized 
for comments interpreted 
as defending Adolf Hitler’s 
motives for the killing of 
Jews by Nazi Germany.Q 


JOIN OUR AWARD - WINNING TEAM 

B U C U T I ^ RanlMd Among top 10 Hotots In Itio World by TripAdrluf 

BEACH n E5CRT - ARUBA foBtiirod til top 10 Ih tho OorlblwAn by Jrmv 9 \ + Lolsuro 

EXCELLENT BENEFITS: 

CTPiTipEtitiv^ ^lil^riESr Plan^ Health-Di^aNlily-lif^ In^ur-anq^^r Cental & Vision 

laan AvaH^bdEty, Shift General Bonus. 

REQUIREMENTS: 

Proficient \r\ English for all positions is required. 

INFORMATION & AUTOMATION MANAGER 

- Responsible for hotel wide IT & Automation. ProposOn implement and sustain technology 
to align business processes in both hardware and software, 

- Function as gatekeeper of Information Security and ISO 27000 certification 

- Minimum of 3 years of relevant management experience and Bachelor Degree in 
Information Technology 


RESTAURANT MANAGER 

- Exemplify the highest standards of honesly and integrity. 

- Highly confident in your abilities and detail-oriented. 

* A team player and excellent communication skills. 

-Genuinely get joy out of making people happy and able to have fun while working 

- Have A love and passion for the hospitality industry. 

- Over two years of restaurant management experience, fpreferably in fine dining) 

- Lead the team by example and know when and how to support the staff 

- Ready to take on ownership of the complete front of the house operations 


HOTEL CONCIERGE / FRONT DESK AGENT 

- Preferably with experience in customer service 

- Proficiency in English; Italian or European language is a plus 

- Excellent communication skills 

- Polite and confident with a great deal of patience 

- Ability In multitasking and time-managsmant 

- Aptitude in resolving issues with a customer-focused orientation 

- High school diploma; degree in hoiei management or relevant field will be a plus 

We work Kn a drug-free envimnTnent, applic.ants will bs submittEd tn prs-EmpEayniEnt drug tEsting. 

ToapEy please send your resume by Emaih 
jobs@hucutixom or Call: 5S1-1100 ext 136 for more information. 


Harsh weather kills 
70 more people in 
Pakistan, Afghanistan 



People sit around a fire to worm themselves after a heavy 
snowfall in Kabul, Afghanistan, Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By ROSHAN MUGHAI and 
RAHIM FAIEZ 
Associated Press 
MUZAFFARABAD, Paki¬ 
stan (AP) — Severe winter 
weather has claimed more 
lives as avalanches trig¬ 
gered by heavy snowfall 
killed 55 people in Paki¬ 
stan-administered Kashmir 
while 15 died in neighbor¬ 
ing Afghanistan, officials 
said Tuesday. The latest 
deaths raise the two coun¬ 
tries’ overall death toll from 
the severe weather to 126 
since Sunday. 

The disputed Himalayan 
region of Kashmir was the 
worst-affected area, with 
55 deaths in the past 24 
hours, said Waseem Uddin, 
a spokesman for Pakistan’s 


National Disaster Manage¬ 
ment Authority. 

Among those fatalities, 41 
died in a single avalanche 
in the Neelum Valley while 
14 people died in else¬ 
where in the region, he 
told The Associated Press. 
Avalanches are common 
in Kashmir, which is divided 
between Pakistan and In¬ 
dia and claimed by both in 
its entirety. 

Earlier on Tuesday, Ahmad 
Razo Qadri, the minister 
for the disaster manage¬ 
ment authority in Kashmir, 
said they had declared a 
state of emergency in the 
affected areas. "Rescu¬ 
ers are facing difficulties in 
reaching the stricken vil¬ 
lages,” he said, □ 
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South Africa to strip refugees' status for any political act 



In this Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2019 file photo police clash with protesters outside the U.N. refugee 
agency's offices in Cope Town, South Africa. 

Associated Press 


By CARA ANNA 
Associated Press 
JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 

South Africa can now strip 
refugees of their asylum 
status if they engage in any 
political activity related 
to their home countries, 
according to a new law 
that critics call illegal and 
deeply ironic after the rul¬ 
ing party fought the former 
apartheid government for 
years as a liberation move¬ 
ment in exile. 

Representatives of refu¬ 
gees and asylum seekers 
say they will go to court 
to challenge the new law 
which they say limits free¬ 
doms of speech and ex¬ 
pression guaranteed under 
South Africa's constitution, 
a globally praised docu¬ 
ment created after the 
racist system of apartheid 
ended and the African Na¬ 
tional Congress came to 
power. 

The new law quietly took 
effect Jan. 1, startling a 
community of refugees 
from around the continent 
who have long relied on 
the freedom in South Africa 
to speak out against what 
they call repressive govern¬ 
ments back home in plac¬ 
es such as Rwanda, Zimba¬ 
bwe, Burundi and Congo. 
Asked whether the ban on 
political activities — includ¬ 
ing voting — contradicted 
the ruling ANC's own history 
in exile in African nations. 
Home Affairs Minister Aaron 
Motsoaledi asserted to lo¬ 
cal outlet News24 last week 
that the circumstances are 
hardly the same. 

"The ANC people who lived 
in countries did not go 
there to say, 'I am a refu¬ 
gee, just protect me.’ They 


went there and said, 'I am 
a freedom fighter,'" said 
Motsoaledi, whose bio says 
he was involved with the 
ANC’s armed wing during 
apartheid. 

The minister also described 
the leaders of some African 
nations that people have 
fled as being "democrati¬ 
cally elected," which hu¬ 
man rights groups would 
reject. Rwanda’s President 
Paul Kagame won the last 
election with nearly 100% of 
the vote, Zimbabwe’s army 
opened fire on people pro¬ 
testing after its most recent 
election and the U.N. hu¬ 
man rights office has called 
Burundi "one of the most 
prolific slaughterhouses of 
humans in recent times" 
over its election turmoil. 

As questions over the new 
law continue, however, the 
Home Affairs minister on 


Tuesday told the South Af¬ 
rican Broadcasting Corpo¬ 
ration "it might be that the 
wording might have been 
wrong" and if so, "we will 
correct it." 

But Motsoaledi defended 
the new requirement that 
any political activity by 
refugees first obtain his per¬ 
mission, comparing it to 
getting authorities’ permis¬ 
sion for a public protest. 
"We need to know if it’s 
wrong and it’s going to 
cause war in the (home) 
country," he told the state 
broadcaster. "We need to 
warn them and say, 'No, 
no, no, this will cause war 
with our neighbors, it’s not 
good for us.’’’ 

That sentiment worries 
some refugees. 

During an interview with 
The Associated Press, one 
Rwandan activist and refu¬ 


gee, Gabriel Hertis, paged 
through the South African 
constitution’s Bill of Rights, 
which the constitutional 
court says "has had the 
greatest impact on life in 
this country." 

"This new law is against all 
I’m looking at," he said, list¬ 
ing guarantees of equal¬ 
ity, dignity, freedom of as¬ 
sociation and more. 'This is 
an attempt to change the 
constitution through back¬ 
door channels." 

For years, some African 
governments have com¬ 
plained to South Africa 
about the activities of 
people who fled here and 
found a relatively safe 
place to be outspoken, 
and until now South Africa 
had withstood the pressure, 
Hertis asserted. 

He worried that inform¬ 
ers with Rwanda’s govern¬ 


ment, which has been ac¬ 
cused of hunting down op¬ 
position figures outside its 
borders, will now approach 
South African officials and 
say, "Those people are do¬ 
ing politics." 

South Africa "is inviting the 
interference of govern¬ 
ments," Hertis said. 

The new law will have a 
"drastic effect" both on 
newcomers and those al¬ 
ready in South Africa, said 
the spokesman of the Afri¬ 
can Diaspora Forum, which 
represents refugees and 
others from around the 
continent. 

"We might even see extra¬ 
ditions," Amir Sheikh told 
the AP, comparing the 
actions to U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s restrictive 
executive orders regarding 
refugees. 

Many asylum-seekers see 
South Africa as the most 
obvious choice of refuge 
on the African continent, 
said Alicia Raymond, an 
attorney and lecturer with 
the Wits Law Clinic at the 
University of the Witwa- 
tersrand. 

’’They’ve heard of Nelson 
Mandela and they think 
they’ll be protected," she 
said, referring to the No¬ 
bel Peace Prize winner 
and South Africa’s first 
black president. She also 
recalled people marching 
a few years ago in protest 
against South Africa’s peri¬ 
odic bouts of xenophobic 
violence. 

"That act could exclude 
people from refugee status" 
now, she said. "It does not 
make sense." She doesn’t 
think the new law would 
withstand a constitutional 
challenge.Q 
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Experts warn Puerto Rico not prepared for big earthquakes 


By DANICA GOTO 

Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 

— More than two years 
ago, Hurricane Maria re¬ 
vealed that Puerto Rico 
was utterly unprepared for 
a powerful hurricane de¬ 
spite its location in one of 
the world's most storm-vul¬ 
nerable regions. 

Now, a flurry of earthquakes 
topped by a magnitude 
6.4 temblor that killed one 
person and damaged hun¬ 
dreds of buildings has many 
accusing the government 
of being caught unready 
again. 

"It proved that Puerto 
Rico is not prepared for a 
seismic movement," said 
Nazario Lugo, president 
of the island’s Association 
of Emergency Managers. 
"The government has to 


be proactive, and we saw 
that was not the case until 
they were up to their neck 
in water." 

Lugo, a former emergen¬ 
cy management director 
for Puerto Rico, told The 
Associated Press that the 
government didn't acti¬ 
vate its emergency com¬ 
mand center until the day 
after the largest quake hit, 
breaking with protocol. 

This drew comparisons to 
Hurricane Maria of 2017, 
which devastated the is¬ 
land and caused thou¬ 
sands of deaths. Critics 
said it caught the local 
and federal governments 
with limited supplies on an 
island with poorly main¬ 
tained infrastructure and 
led to a delayed response 
stemming from a lack of 
communication and orga¬ 



The Immaculate Concepcion Catholic church stands damaged 
atter a magnitude 5.9 earthquake, following a previous 
earthquake earlier in the week that collapsed part of the 
structure In Guanica, Puerto Rico, Saturday, Jan. 11, 2020. 

Associated Press 


nization. 

A flurry of hundreds of small 
quakes began hitting Puer¬ 
to Rico on Dec. 28, and 
a magnitude 5.8 jolt that 
toppled a famed rock for¬ 
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JOB OPPORTUNITY 

The Aruba Beach Club Resort has a job opening far the General Manager's position. 

Resort General Manager 

The Aruba Beach Club Resort, the first timeshare resort in Aruba with 131 guest 
rooms, is looking for someone to fill the General Manager's position. 

The General Manager is responsible for the overall day-to-day operations of the 
resort and its' staff. 

Requirements 

■ To be able to speak and write in English 

• Five years of management or experience, pneferalily in the hotel or timeshare 
industry, 

• Proven leadership skills. 

• Excellent communication skills, 

• Have the ability to delegate, to follow-up, to multi-task and time-management, 

• Interact with both owners and guests. 

• Strong personal presence and personality. 

• Direct activities at all levels. 

Preferred but not required to communicate in: 

• Dutch 

• Spanish 

■ Papiamento 

This job description in no way states or implies that these are the only duties to be 
performed by this employee. He or she will be required to follow any other requests 
or Instructions and to perform any other duties requested by the Aruba Beach Club 
Board of Directors. 

Email resumes to: 

Kevin Foiey, Chairman 
ABC Board of Directors 
< teamiinstQn9n@aol.com > 


mation landmark struck on 
Jan. 6, Three Kings' Day, a 
major holiday on the island. 
"The first day, when toys 
were being handed out, 
they should have started 
a process to activate the 
emergency plan," he said. 
That didn't happen until 
Tuesday's 6.4 earthquake 
hit before dawn. It knocked 
out power to the entire is¬ 
land, collapsed several 
homes and schools and 
cracked bridges. Many 
living along the southern 
coastline were left without 
water service and more 
than 4,900 people sought 
refuge in government shel¬ 
ters. 

While many Puerto Ricans 
were surprised, scientists 
were not, including Christa 
von Hillebrandt, former di¬ 
rector of the island's Seis¬ 
mic Network and manager 
of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Adminis¬ 
tration's Caribbean tsuna¬ 
mi warning program. 

"For decades, scientists 
and people like me have 
been informing and alert¬ 
ing communities and the 
government of Puerto Rico 
of the physical threat," she 
said. "In the past 30 years, 
seismic conscience defi¬ 
nitely improved in Puerto 
Rico, but not much action 
was token. ... You would 
see some improvements, 
but some critical areas did 
not receive sufficient atten¬ 
tion." 

Just days after the natural 
disaster, emergency man¬ 
agement Director Carlos 
Acevedo acknowledged 
to reporters that the gov¬ 
ernment had yet to com¬ 


plete a plan that dictates 
protocol for when on earth¬ 
quake hits the island. 

Juan Alicea, president of 
Puerto Rico's Society of Pro¬ 
fessional Engineers, told the 
AP that he received a draft 
of the plan only on Jan. 5. 

"I see that as a failure," he 
said. "We all have to as¬ 
sume our responsibilities." 
Acevedo did not return 
messages for comment 
and has insisted that Puer¬ 
to Rico is prepared in case 
another big quake strikes. 
Von Hillebrandt partially 
agreed with that assess¬ 
ment, noting that local 
officials had identified all 
tsunami risk zones by 2003 
and completed evacua¬ 
tion mops in 2015. By 2016, 
all coastal communities in 
Puerto Rico were certified 
as being ready for a tsu¬ 
nami. 

In Cctober 1918, a magni¬ 
tude 7.3 quake struck near 
Puerto Rico's northwest 
coast, unleashing a tsuna¬ 
mi and killing 116 people. 
While concerns remain 
about Puerto Rico's pre¬ 
paredness, federal authori¬ 
ties have praised the local 
government’s response. 

Jeff Byard, with the U.S. 
Federal Emergency Man¬ 
agement Agency, said he 
is extremely pleased with 
the post-quake operation. 

"I cannot commend the 
commonwealth enough 
for the proactive nature 
that they've taken provid¬ 
ing the initial resources, the 
initial support," he said. 
More than 1,280 earth¬ 
quakes hove hit Puerto Ri¬ 
co’s southern region since 
Dec. 28, more than two 
dozen of them magnitude 
4.5 or greater, accord¬ 
ing to the U.S. Geological 
Survey ."If we don't take ac¬ 
tion, this is going to cost us 
a lot of money and a lot of 
lives," he said. 

Also of concern is that some 
500 public schools across 
Puerto Rico were built be¬ 
fore 1987 and don’t adhere 
to new construction codes, 
placing students at risk, ac¬ 
cording to Alicea. He said 
the government has invest¬ 
ed money to bring many 
other schools up to date, 
but the remaining ones 
are not built to withstand 
earthquakes.Q 
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Urgent Care Aruba (UCA) introduces Preventive Heaith Check Up 



ORANJESTAD — Urgent Care Aruba situated at the Noord Medical Cen¬ 
ter continues to innovate its services in benefit of their patients and is 
now introducing health promotion and disease prevention programs 
focused on keeping businesses, locals, and island visitors healthy. 

Let us introduce you to our Executive Check Up, this allows patients, 
both males and temale to have their current health situation in check. 
This annual checkup is available to local companies wanting to es¬ 
tablish a preventive measure to their employee’s health as well as lo¬ 
cals and island visitors wanting to take care of their own wellbeing. 
This package includes; Laboratory Exams, Medical imaging: X-Ray/ 


Ultrasound-Echo, EKG, Gynecol¬ 
ogy (for our female patients), and 
Physician Evaluation (Consulta¬ 
tion and Physical examination). 
Urgent Care Aruba (UCA) facili¬ 
tates and expands the possibility 
of conducting your complete an¬ 
nual preventive medical checkup 
here on the island instead of go¬ 
ing abroad. This will eliminate the 
cost of airfare tickets, stay, trans¬ 
portation, vacation days, etc. 

The Executive Check Up is avail¬ 
able with appointment between 
Monday to Saturday from 8am till 
10am. 

Urgent Care Aruba (UCA) 

UCA, established in 2013, located 
at the Noord Medical Center car¬ 
ries one main objective by offer¬ 
ing medical attention to the com¬ 
munity of Aruba, as well as the 
tourist industry. Services offered 
at UCA are for patients suffering 
from medical conditions that do 
not justified to visit the local Emer¬ 
gency Department or not want¬ 
ing to wait for a next day consul¬ 
tation or evaluation. 



Following clinical guidelines of 
NHG (Netherlands), AAFP (Ameri¬ 
can Academy Family Physicians) 
and AAUCM (American Acade¬ 
my of Urgent Care Medicine) 

Contact 

For more information, questions, 
or price contact telephone num¬ 
ber: +297 5860448 or email info® 
urgentcare.aw. Visit www.ur- 
gentcare.aw or like us on Face- 
book for more relevant news and 
information. □ 


Another Treasure of Aruba’s 



NOORD - It is hard to imag¬ 
ine this happening today, 
but years ago people 
dumped all kinds of refuse 
straight into the ocean, 
inciuding old cars, and 
their househoid garbage, 
which of course included 
lots of glass. Over the next 
30 years the pounding 
waves cleaned the beach, 
by breaking down every¬ 
thing but giass and pot¬ 
tery. The pounding waves 
washed the trash up and 
down, back and forth. Tons 
of poiished, broken giass 
pieces were created by 
the pounding surf. These 
smoothened, colored glass 
particles then settled along 
the sea shore in millions, 
and that is why you can 
find these beautifui and 
coiorful pieces on the north 
shore beaches of Aruba. 

Especially on the strip on 
white sand between the fa¬ 
mous Natural Bridge” and 
the huge red anchor close 
to “Grapefield” beach you 


will be able to find your 
own pieces of sea gloss. 
The sea gloss that was cre¬ 
ated is the product of a 
very long and interesting 
process. It can take any¬ 
where from 10 to 30 years 
to make sea glass. 

The name for any piece 
of glass that finds its way 
to the ocean and tumbles 
around in the water long 
enough is “Sea gloss”. The 
colorful pieces of gloss are 
being used for decoration, 
handcrafts and jewelry! 
Once glass makes its way 
into the ocean, the glass is 
broken up into shards and is 
tumbled around in the wa¬ 
ter, where sand and other 
rocks act like sandpaper to 
smooth out its rough edges. 
Sometimes os the sea glass 
is passed through fire, it be¬ 
comes fire glass, the rarest 
of sea glass with certain 
inclusions, just like precious 
gems. 

For years, the water beat 
against the different kinds 
of trash being dumped. 


Gloss, household applianc¬ 
es and even motor parts 
were discarded on the 
beach. 

The waves and weather 
conditions wore down the 
overwhelming amount of 
garbage in the water, cre¬ 
ating millions of beautiful 
smooth rocks. It's hard to 
believe the short-sighted 
mistakes we were making 
that could have poten¬ 
tially ruined these beautiful 
beaches. But thanks to nat¬ 


ural processes, the ocean 
transformed the trash into 
the sea glass. Each colored 
gem on the beach has its 
own story. 

The ruby red glass stones 
are typically from old car 
tail-lights. Then, the sap¬ 
phire rocks are the rem¬ 
nants of broken apoth¬ 
ecary bottles. The most 
common and the easiest 
to find are the brown (Am- 
stel & Polar beer), green 
(Heineken & Balashi beer) 


and clear glass which are 
the soft much loved “soft 
drink” bottles. 

If you like to see the sea 
glass for yourself, and be 
in awe of the power of na¬ 
ture, rent a car or jeep and 
go explore our deserted 
beaches on the north side 
of the island. Make it a fun 
family day! 

Even if we didn't mean to 
pollute the beaches how 
we did, it is inspiring to see 
just how the earth can cor¬ 
rect our mistakes. Funny, 
how trash can change into 
treasures! Everybody knows 
that you are not allowed to 
take local shells home, but 
the people working at the 
airport have no problem 
you taking sea glass home. 
A few of those pieces make 
great souvenirs. You can 
place them in a wine glass 
or large bottle for decora¬ 
tion and every time you 
look at it a smile will light up 
your face thinking back of 
your unforgettable Aruba 
vacation! □ 
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Nine Keys How to Grow Your Wealth 



By Bonnie Gortler 
NEW YORK, US — Wouldn't 
it be great it you were able 
to be kinder with your¬ 
self when thinking about 
wealth? There is no need 
to rehash those past expe¬ 
riences that may not have 
worked out and held you 
back from achieving your 
financial goals. Lessons 
learned ultimately make 
you better. It's when you 
do not learn from them, 
and you repeat them, that 
it becomes a problem. 

Do you have a system in 
place to bounce back and 
turn things around to move 
you closer to your financial 
goals? If so, take the time 
now and pat yourself on 
the back. If you've yet to 
create a system for your¬ 
self, you can start today by 
developing a plan which 
includes consistent habits 
that you can follow. 

Your plan doesn't have to 
be complicated or disrup¬ 
tive to your everyday life. 
For best results, keep it sim¬ 
ple. With some thought and 
preparation, you can cre¬ 
ate a plan which includes a 
system for achieving more 
wealth and financial secu¬ 
rity. You don't need all the 
answers right now to get 
started. Whether you're un¬ 
der 20, in your 30s, or over 
50, it's possible to make life 
and money changes for 
the better. What you want 
is an action plan that will 
grow your current income 
into sustainable wealth, 
turning your dreams into re¬ 
ality. 

By developing consistent 
habits, and with adjust¬ 
ments, you can make a 
big difference for your fu¬ 
ture, so you feel good and 
are not stressed or worried 
about your finances. 

How can you start to make 
this happen? 

The first step is to decide 
now, not tomorrow, not 
next week, or next year that 
you're ready to make your 
financial security a priority. 
The next step is changing 
your mindset from seeing 
yourself only working for 
your money and shifting it 
to understand how impor¬ 
tant it is that your money 
works for you. 

How? 


This will come to pass by in¬ 
vesting in the stock market. 
Isn't the stock market risky? 
Yes, there is a risk when in¬ 
vesting in the stock market. 
Although stocks are riskier 
than keeping money in a 
savings account or by ac¬ 
cumulating a Certificate 
of Deposit (CD's) with a 
fixed yield, they have his¬ 
torically had higher re¬ 
turns that beat inflation, 
thereby helping you grow 
your wealth. A solid finan¬ 
cial plan that includes the 
stock market opens more 
doors of financial opportu¬ 
nity because you are cre¬ 
ating an additional source 
of income that compounds 
over time. Once you start 
investing, your money will 
be working for you. 

It's not necessary to dive 
into the stock market with 
all your assets. You can 
start small and go slow. I 
recommend you start slow 
because as you begin in¬ 
vesting, your knowledge 


expands. Create your fi¬ 
nancial plan with short and 
long-term goal-oriented 
action steps that are simple 
and will not cause you to 
stress over your decisions. 
Time and experience as 
your skills improve, help you 
feel more comfortable and 
confident in investing. Start 
now by using a few of the 
nine keys listed below to 
grow your wealth. 

Nine Keys How to Grow 
Your Wealth 

1. Create a plan to 
start saving and investing 
as early as you can. Small 
sums of money add up 
over time. 

2. Diversify your invest¬ 
ments into a broad mix of 
stocks and bonds. Don't 
put all of your money in 
stocks. Use Exchange Trad¬ 
ed Funds (ETFs) or mutual 
funds where they pool to¬ 
gether a basket of stocks or 
bonds to diversify your port¬ 
folio and manage your risk. 

3. Don't have more 


money invested than what 
you are comfortable with 
investing. Reduce your in¬ 
vested position in small in¬ 
crements. If you are worried 
or find yourself not sleeping 
at night, then you are too 
invested. 

4. Manage your risk 
by avoiding taking large 
losses on your investments. 
Remember, small losses 
are the best losses you can 
have. 

5. As you grow older, 
it's a good idea to move 
your assets into less-risky in¬ 
vestments. A quick rule of 
thumb is to have an alloca¬ 
tion to bonds that is equal 
to your age. 

6. Develop an exit 
strategy that will go into 
effect at a predetermined 
time, giving you the leeway 
and flexibility to reduce 
your risk. 

7. Keep your invest¬ 
ment costs low. High trad¬ 
ing costs eat into your gains 
over time. 



Wealth For Life 




8. Take advantage to 
contribute to a retirement 
savings plan if offered by 
your employer. Start with 
2-4% of your income and 
then increase the contribu¬ 
tion to 10%. 

9. If you are not work¬ 
ing and need money to 
live on, do your best to limit 
yourself to withdrawing four 
percent or less a year. In 
this way, you will preserve 
your capital for later years 
and be less likely to run out 
of money. 

Investing in the stock mar¬ 
ket is an excellent way 
to grow your wealth over 
time. As you begin taking 
responsibility for your mon¬ 
ey, you will be setting your¬ 
self up for success because 
your money is working for 
you. Start now. By start¬ 
ing small and going slow, 
those changes over time 
(not all at once), would lay 
a strong foundation toward 
growing your wealth. 

If you liked this article, you 
will love Bonnie's Free eB¬ 
ook: Grow Your Wealth 
And Well-Being 

About Bonnie Gortler: 

Bonnie Gortler, the Wealth 
& Well-Being Coach, is a 
successful stock market 
expert who has been in¬ 
strumental in managing 
multi-million-dollar client 
portfolios within a top-rat¬ 
ed investment firm during 
her over 35-year corporate 
career. As the author of 
"Journey to Wealth", Bon¬ 
nie has made it her mission 
to share the importance 
of risk management and 
how to enjoy true financial 
well-being by applying the 
technical and mental sides 
of investing. Bonnie has an 
M.B.A. in Business Adminis¬ 
tration and is a certified life 
coach. Visit BonnieGortler. 
com to learn more about 
investing, well-being, and 
personal development. □ 
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IN FREE SLOT PLAY THE DAY YOU JOIN THE CLUB! 




THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 


- WIN A SHARE OF UP TO - 


Every Wednesday | lOam fo Midnight 

Earn 25 points and swipe ot any kiosk to ploy. Win $20 to $100 
in Free Slot Play. Play up to five times each Wednesday. 


Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Ounkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Terner Boutique I R-Glass 
Curated Lab I Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open doily 10am to 4am j Ji. Irausquin Blvd#47 
583.5000 I casinoalhambra.com 


Ploy VMl vww. 9 aniibliiHHrtpHLarD if yati or wmeorw yiw kiHW hoi o aantfalHg probhm. 


Bohemian Restaurant: Live Violinist Angela 



PALM BEACH — Avant- 
garde from France, non¬ 
conformist in style and eth¬ 
nic in cuisine. That is what 
the new kid in town is about. 
Bohemian Restaurant is dif¬ 
ferent, unconventional and 
a rebel with a cause. The 
cause is to make you feel 
king in fhis hidden garden 
wifh oufsfanding dishes 
that connect you fo the Eu¬ 
ropean liaisons of Aruba. 
Thurday nights has an ex¬ 


tra magic: the live Violinist 
Angela performs! From tra¬ 
ditional French and Italian 
famous melodies to more 
upbeat pop and rock and 
roll. A taste for everyone. 

A garden full of strong frees 
and dressed up in New 
York-sfyle industrial-look 
elements creates o cos¬ 
mopolitan vibe while of 
the some time the tropical 
breeze and outside dining 


connect to the Caribbean. 
Waiters with French bar¬ 
rettes and pant suspenders 
service you with a happy 
and loose style with on the 
background the sounds of 
underground chill music 
varied with French classics. 

ONLY French owned Res¬ 
taurant 

The French ore famous for 
their culinary art. Bohemoin 
is the ONLY French owned 
restaurant on Aruba and 
offers you Grande gas¬ 
tronomy in a hip decor. 
French classics like Coq- 
au-Vin, Beef tartare. Escar¬ 
got, Duck Foie Gras Terrine, 
Bouillabaisse Fish Soup, 
Tuna-Tartare, Quinoa-Sal- 
ad, Rib-Eye Butter MaTtre- 
D, Creme Brulee, Choco¬ 
late Lava Cake and Pine¬ 
apple Carpaccio are on 
the menu. Mediterranean 
inspired dishes like Ras el 
Hanout Fish Kebbob, Hon¬ 
ey and Rosemary Lamb 
Shank, Moroccan Lamb 
sausages, Mediterranean 
Sea Bass and Grilled Local 


Catch ore other finger lick¬ 
ing options. Directly import¬ 
ed wines from wineries in 
Europe moke up for a per¬ 
fect pairing. You ore wel¬ 
come to enjoy the Happy 
Hours and Daily Early Birds 
from 5 to 7 PM. Bon appe¬ 
tite! 


Free Parking available at 
the parking lot in front of 
Borcelo Resort. 

Make your reservations 
through their website: 
https://bohemianaruba. 
com. Call them at 00 297 
280 8448. Facebook: Bohe¬ 
mian. □ 
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Honor to Connor Steelband Extravaganza 2nd edition 


SAN NICOLAS — Sweet Pan 
Music Productions would 
like to invite you to the 2nd 
edition of 'Honor to Connor 
Steelband Extravaganza. 
This will take place on Sat¬ 
urday January 18th, 2020 at 
Charlie’s Bar in San Nicolas 
from 6-10PM. 


Honor to Connor Steel¬ 
band Extravaganza will be 
honoring the 1st pioneer ot 
Steel Pan music ot Aruba 
the laid Mr. Edgar Connor 
and at the same time spic¬ 
ing it up with a celebration 
of Carnival 66. Connor was 
a big supporter of Aruba’s 


Carnival during its early 
years. Charles Brouns of 
Charlie's Bar and Stanley 
Dabian of the Department 
of Culture are great believ¬ 
ers of this project and give 
their total support for the 
continuity of the steel pan 
music in Aruba. 
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Nico Connor, Lee Connor 
and Eugene Jones con¬ 
tinue to encourage steel 
bands, steelpan artists and 
youngsters in order to in¬ 
crease more interest in the 
steel pan instrument and in 
this way continue their con¬ 
tribution to Aruba’s heri¬ 
tage and Culture. 

Musical performances are 
by The Boys Pan Experi¬ 
ence, young musicians 
Marver Guedez and Karl- 
son Peterson, students of 


Aruba Panman Founda¬ 
tion, The Aruba Invaders, 
Cocorico in Motion Car¬ 
nival Dancer and much 
more. The main street in 
front of Charlie’s Bar will be 
closed off. Food and drinks 
are also available and 
the entrance will be free. 
Come and join in on this fun 
event where rhythm and 
culture go hand in hand. 
For more information 
checkout the Facebook 
page Sweet Pan Music. □ 
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A weekly calendar with a selection of what’s going on in Aruba 



Wednesday 15 

Dinner under the Stars 

• Take a boat trip to Renaissance Island 
and let your taste buds travel to paradise. 

• Enjoy a 4-course dinner menu consisting 
of Lamb Bock Choy or Salmon Ponzu, 
while your toes get pampered in white 
secluded sand. The private dinner setting 
includes a welcome cocktail at Lucy’s 
Dock (across the Renaissance Mall), boat 
trip to Renaissance Private Island, dinner 
on the beach and live entertainment. 

• From 6:30pm-l 0:00pm 

• Renaissance Aruba Resort & Casino, 
Oronjestod 

• Facebook: Renaissance Aruba Resort & 
Casino 


Thursday 16 
Aruba Ray’s Comedy 

• The “Aruba Ray’s Comedy" show 
features some of the funniest 
American standup comedians in a 
terrific 90-minute show. 

• 8:30pm 

• Holiday Inn Ballroom, Palm Beach 

• Facebook: Aruba Ray’s Comedy 





Sunday 19 
Balloon Parade 

• It’s the first Parade to kick-off carnival season. The streets of 
San Nicolas will be filled with happy children showing off their 
balloon creativities. 

• 1 pm-6pm 

• Starts at Joe Laveist Ball park, San Nicolas 

• Facebook: SMAC 


Monday 20 

Joy of Aruba 

• Joy of Aruba 
performed at the Divi Divi Hotel 
by the Popcorn Dancers, one 
of Aruba’s best Youth Dance 
Group. The performers will be 
presenting the most popular 
folkloric & modern music and 
dance of the island of Aruba. 

The Popcorn Dancers are 
determined to bring pleasure 
for your eyes, ears, heart & soul. 

• 8:30pm-9:30pm 

• Divi Tamarijn 

• Facebook: Dream, Dare, Do - Aruba and Popcorn Club & 
Dancers Aruba 



is 


Friday 17 

It’s 5’oclock somewhere 

• Have you heard about the newest bar in town? The other-state- 
of-mind 5 o’clock Somewhere Bar & Grill opened recently. Get 
yourself some great energy because this will definitely make you 
happy. 

• Open from noon 

• Renaissance Marketplace, Oranjestad 

• Facebook: 5 o’clock Somewhere Bar and Grill 


Saturday 18 

Honor to Connor Extravaganza 
2nd Edition 

• Join the Connor Brother’s 
for a night of Steel Pan 
Music. Dance to the sweet 
tunes presented by local 
and international artists. 

• From 6-10pm 

• Charlie’s Bar, San Nicolas 

• Facebook: Sweet Pan 
Music 



Tuesday 21 
Taco Tuesday’s 

• Every Tuesday Lola is slinging crazy specials your way! Try this 
week’s Carnita special 

• 5pm-lam 

• Next to Craft bar at Palm Beach 

• Facebook: Lola Taqueria 
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Astros 
get the 
punishment. 
Dodgers 
pay 

the price 

By TIM DAHLBERG 
AP Sports Columnist 

AJ Hinch won't be manag¬ 
ing in the big leagues any 
time soon, it at oil. Alex 
Coro will soon join him in 
the unemployment line, 
and it’s hard to believe 
anyone will ever give him 
another job that involves 
being a leader of men. 

The punishments — techni¬ 
cally Cora's is still to come 

— fit the crime, and for that 
baseball commissioner 
Rob Manfred deserves a 
pat on the bock. Give an¬ 
other one to Astros owner 
Jim Crane, who did his part 
to clean up an increasingly 
smelly mess in Houston by 
immediately firing both 
his manager and general 
manager. 

But that doesn’t bring real 
justice. It can't. 

Not to the Los Angeles 
Dodgers, who are now 
at 32 years and counting 
without a World Series title 
Not to Clayton Kershaw, 
whose postseason failings 
were magnified in game 5 
at Minute Maid Park when 
the Dodgers ace was 
raked for six runs and didn't 
moke it out of the fifth in¬ 
ning. 

And certainly not to Yu 
Darvish, whose reputation 

— and nearly his career — 
got trashed when he was 
routed by the Astros in two 
games of the 2017 World 
Series. 

Yes, the official record 
shows the Houston Astros 
are still your 2017 World Se¬ 
ries champions and that’s 
not going to change re¬ 
gardless of the outcry from 
Southern California. 
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Deep and relentless: LSU wears Clemson out In title tilt 



LSU quarterback Joe Burrow holds the trophy after their win against Ciemson in a NCAA College 
Football Playoff nafional championship game Monday, Jan. 13, 2020, in New Orleans. LSU won 
42-25. 


By BRETT MARTEL 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Clyde 
Edwards-Helaire took turns 
dancing around defend¬ 
ers or churning his legs as 
he pushed his compact 
frame through tacklers for 
extra yards and pivotal first 
downs. 

Thaddeus Moss was a pro¬ 
ductive red-zone target, 
catching two short touch¬ 
down passes. And Terrace 
Marshall Jr. made his last of 
three catches count, rising 
up in tight coverage for a 
touchdown catch that put 
Clemson in a three-score 
hole. 

Once the greatest offense 
in LSU history got rolling, it 
became apparent that 
Clemson’s defense had far 
more to worry about than 
Heisman Trophy-winning 
quarterback Joe Burrow 
and Biletnikoff-winning re¬ 
ceiver Ja’Marr Chase. 

The shifty, powerful Ed¬ 
wards-Helaire, Moss, Mar¬ 
shall and fellow receiver 
Justin Jefferson all contrib¬ 
uted in ways that made 
it virtually impossible for 
Clemson’s defense to hold 
up. In the end, they were 
worn out, giving up 19 more 
points than they’d allowed 
in a game all season. 

No. 1 LSU also finished with 
628 yards of offense in its 42- 
25 national championship 
triumph on Monday night 
— 112 more yards than any 


other Clemson opponent 
had gained. 

"It’s been like that the en¬ 
tire year," Edwards-Helaire 
said. "Once somebody is 
shut down or locked up or 
that’s the key to their suc¬ 
cess on defense, to shut 
somebody down, it only 
opens the lanes for every¬ 
body else. 

"A blade with five blades 
connected to it," Edwards- 
Helaire said. "That’s how I 
describe this offense." 

The 5-foot-8, 209-pound Ed¬ 
wards-Helaire, who’d been 
limited by a hamstring in¬ 
jury in the semifinal win 


over Oklahoma, gained 
164 yards from scrimmage 
with his combination of elu¬ 
siveness and feet-churning 
power. 

Fittingly, his 14-yard catch- 
and-run on fourth-and-3 
allowed LSU to run out the 
clock without giving the 
ball back to Clemson in the 
final four minutes. 

"He is the heart of our team. 
Man, he’s tough, and he 
(plays like) 6-4, 270," LSU 
coach Ed Orgeron said. 
"I’m glad he was healthy. 
Those runs he made at the 
end of the game were very 
critical. He’s hard to tackle. 


Associated Press 

He’s got great balance. 
He’s got a great trunk. 

"He’s going to go down as 
one of the greatest Tigers 
ever." 

Moss, son of Hall-of-Fame 
receiver Randy Moss, said 
he felt like he was going to 
catch anything thrown his 
way. 

"I was in the zone tonight," 
Moss said. "We’re the best 
offense in college football 
history." 

The numbers back him up. 
LSU (15-0) finished the sea¬ 
son averaging 568.4 yards 
and 48.4 points per game 
this season, which, relative 


to its level of competition 
in the Southeastern Con¬ 
ference and College Foot¬ 
ball Playoff, puts the Bayou 
Bengals’ offense in rarefied 
air. 

After his 227 yards and four 
TD’s receiving against Okla¬ 
homa, Jefferson found him¬ 
self double-covered early 
by Clemson. 

But as the game wore on, 
he kept drives going with 
nine catches for 106 yards 
as LSU took command. 

"We just know what we 
got to do and we came 
out with the victory. It 
feels great," Jefferson said. 
’’They’ve been hyping up 
their corners, so we knew 
they were going to try to 
(use) press-man (cover¬ 
age) the whole game and 
we’re going out there trying 
to expose people." 

Marshall was quiet most 
of the game, but his 24- 
yard touchdown early in 
the fourth quarter was the 
beginning of the end for 
Clemson. 

"It took him a while to get 
going, but he made the 
championship play," Bur¬ 
row said. "I couldn’t be 
happier for that guy. He’s 
worked harder than any¬ 
body on this team, and he’s 
worked on his craft for a 
long time. Five-star coming 
in, had some bumps in the 
road, and for him to make 
that play. I’m so happy for 
him.’’G 


Champs! LSU finishes No. 1 in 
AP Top 25 for third time 



LSU celebrates after their win against Clemson in a NCAA 
College Football Playoff national championship game Monday, 
Jan. 13, 2020, in New Orleans. 

Associated Press 


By RALPH D. RUSSO 
AP College Football Writer 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — LSU 

finished No. 1 in the AP 
Top 25 for the third time in 
school history, with Clem¬ 
son No. 2 and Ohio State 
No. 3. 

The Tigers (15-0) beat 
Clemson 42-25 in the na¬ 
tional championship game 
Monday night and then 
received all 62 first-place 
votes from the media pan¬ 
el in the season’s final Top 
25 presented by Regions 
Bank. 

LSU was No. 1 for the final 
eight weeks of the season 
and set a record by beat¬ 
ing seven teams ranked in 


the top 10 at the time of 
the game. Miami in 1987 
and Alabama in 2015 each 
beat five teams ranked in 
the top 10 at the time of 
their games. 

LSU also did it impressively: 
The Tigers beat teams that 
were ranked 2,4, 6, 7, and 8 
in the final Top 25 by an av¬ 
erage margin of 20 points. 
"Now I think that this team is 
going to be mentioned as 
one of the greatest teams 
in college football history," 
LSU coach Ed Orgeron said. 
"15-0, one of the greatest 
teams in LSU history, led by 
some of the greatest play¬ 
ers. Give them all the cred¬ 
it." 


The Tigers also won AP titles 
in 2007 and 1958. 

Georgia, LSU’s Southeast¬ 
ern Conference rival, was 
fourth and Pac-12 champi¬ 
on Oregon was fifth. Florida 
was sixth and Oklahoma, 
which made the playoff, 
was seventh. 

Alabama finished eighth, 
its lowest final ranking since 
2010, giving the SEC four of 
the top 10. It’s the fifth time 
one conference has had 
four teams in the final top 
10, and fourth for the SEC. 
No. 9 Penn State and No. 
10 Minnesota gave the Big 
Ten three teams in the top 
10 . 

Navy finished No. 20 and 


Air Force was ranked No. 
22, marking the first time 
two service academies 
were in the final AP poll of 
the season since 1958. 

Navy was one of four Amer¬ 


ican Athletic Conference 
schools in the final rankings, 
a new high for the confer¬ 
ence. Memphis was 17th, 
Cincinnati 21st and UCF 
24th.□ 
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Warren's big night, iate biock heip Pacers raiiy past 76ers 



Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James, left, dunks as center JaVale McGee, right, watches 
along with Cleveland Cavaliers center Tristan Thompson, below, during the second half of an NBA 
basketball game, Monday, Jan. 13, 2020, in Los Angeles. The Lakers won 128-99. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — T.J. 

Warren scored 21 points 
and blocked o late 3-point- 
er that would have given 
Philadelphia the lead to 
help the Indiana Pacers 
hold on for a 101 -95 victory 
over the 76ers on Monday 
night. 

The Pacers hove now 
beaten the 76ers twice 
in 14 days, this time otter 
charging back from an 
11-point deficit midway 
through the third quarter. 
Malcolm Brogdon also had 
21 points and added seven 
rebounds and nine assists. 
Ben Simmons had 24 points 
and 14 rebounds for the 
76ers. Josh Richardson 
added 23 points, 17 in the 
fourth quarter os Philadel¬ 
phia fell to 1-2 since losing 
Joel Embiid with on injured 
finger on his left hand. 
LAKERS 128, CAVALIERS 99 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — LeB¬ 
ron James scored 23 of his 
31 points in a dominant sec¬ 
ond holt, and Dwight How¬ 
ard added season highs of 
21 points and 15 rebounds 
in Los Angeles' ninth con¬ 
secutive victory. 

James added eight assists 
while passing Isioh Thomas 
for sole possession of eighth 
place on the NBA’s career 
list. The longtime Cavaliers 
superstar led o decisive run 
during the third quarter and 
poured it on in the fourth for 
the Lakers, who still haven’t 
lost since Christmas. 

Los Angeles won its third 
straight game without An¬ 
thony Davis, who is out with 
a bruised backside. 

Kevin Love hod 21 points 
and 11 rebounds for Cleve¬ 
land in the third stop of 
o six-gome rood stretch. 
Two days otter the Covs 
posted o surprising win at 
powerhouse Denver, they 
couldn’t keep up with o 
franchise icon who hasn’t 
slowed down since he 
moved to the West Coast. 
THUNDER 117, TIMBER- 
WOLVES 104 

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Shoi 
Gilgeous-Alexonder hod 20 
points, o career-high 20 re¬ 
bounds and 10 assists in his 
first triple-double, leading 
Oklahoma City over Min¬ 
nesota. 

Gilgeous-Alexonder come 
in averaging 23.7 points in 


his previous 13 gomes but 
did much more than score 
in this one, also matching 
his career best in assists. 
Donilo Gollinori scored 30 
points for the Thunder, who 
hove won 12 of their post 
15 gomes and six of seven 
on the rood. He was 11 for 
12 from the free throw line. 
Noz Reid scored 20 off 
the bench for Minnesota, 
which was still without Korl- 
Anthony Towns. Reid has 
scored in double figures in 
six of the lost eight games. 
Robert Covington scored 
18 points. 

CELTICS 113, BULLS 101 


BOSTON (AP) — Jayson Ta¬ 
tum scored 21 points, Joy- 
len Brown 19 and Boston 
coasted over Chicago. 
Enes Konter hod 15 points 
and nine rebounds, Kembo 
Walker added 14 points 
and Marcus Smart hod 12 
points for Boston, which 
won its second straight af¬ 
ter o season-high three- 
gome losing streak. 

Zoch LoVine led the Bulls 
with 30 points, including o 
couple of highlight dunks. 
Thoddeus Young added 17 
points for Chicago, which 
has lost seven of eight. 
TRAIL BLAZERS 115, HOR¬ 


NETS 112 

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — 
Damian Lillord scored 30 
points, including o buzzer¬ 
beating 3-pointer from 
nearly holfcourt to end the 
third quarter, and Portland 
handed Charlotte its fifth 
straight loss. 

Anthony Tolliver hod o 
season-high 16 points, oil 
in the fourth quarter, and 
the Blazers snapped o two- 
gome overall losing streak 
and a four-gome skid of 
the Mode Center. CJ Mc¬ 
Collum finished with 27 
points. 

The Blazers, who led by os 


many os 17 points in the 
first holt before Charlotte 
closed the gap and took 
o third-quarter lead, hove 
won their lost six gomes 
against the Hornets. 

Terry Rozier hod 27 points 
for the Hornets, who were 
coming off o 100-92 loss at 
Phoenix the night before. 
MAGIC 114, KINGS 112 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 
— Aaron Gordon mode o 
three-point ploy with 1.1 
seconds remaining, and 
Orlando beat Sacramento. 
Gordon finished with 19 
points and nine rebounds in 
his return to Orlando’s line¬ 
up otter missing one gome 
with colt tightness. 

Nikola Vucevic hod 26 
points and 15 rebounds, 
and Evan Fournier scored 
25 points. 

De’Aaron Fox hod 31 
points, 10 assists and eight 
rebounds for Sacramento. 
Nemonjo Bjelico set career 
highs with 34 points and 
eight 3-pointers. 

PELICANS 117, PISTONS no, 
OT 

DETROIT (AP) — Lonzo Boll 
scored five of his 17 points in 
overtime and New Orleans 
beat Detroit in o matchup 
of injury-depleted teams. 
The Pistons ore still missing 
starters Bloke Griffin (knee), 
Luke Kennord (knee) and 
Reggie Jackson (bock), 
while the Pelicans played 
without their top three 
scorers — Brandon Ingram 
(knee), Jrue Holiday (el¬ 
bow) and JJ Redick (ham¬ 
string) — along with Derrick 
Favors (hamstring) and Zion 
Williamson (knee). 

Detroit, which trailed by 16 
with 11 minutes to ploy, tied 
the gome at 100 on Der¬ 
rick Rose’s bonk shot with 
30 seconds left. E’Twoun 
Moore missed two short 
jumpers, giving Detroit the 
boll with 14 seconds re¬ 
maining, but Rose missed 
of the buzzer. 

The Pelicans opened over¬ 
time with o 9-2 run, includ¬ 
ing five points from Boll, and 
Rose hod two turnovers in 
the lost 90 seconds. 

New Orleans has won three 
of four and is now 9-4 otter 
o 6-22 start. Jolil Okofor hod 
25 points and 14 rebounds 
while Nicolo Melli scored 
20 points and Moore hod 

16 .a 
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Ovechkin moves up NHL goal chart. Caps top Hurricanes 2-0 



Washington Capitals lett wing Alex Ovechkin (8), from Russia, and Carolina Hurricanes defenseman 
Brett Pesce (22) reach for the puck during the second period of on NHL hockey game, on Monday, 
Jon. 13, 2020, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Alex 
Ovechkin scored two first- 
period goals, moving into 
11th place on the NHL's ca¬ 
reer list, and Ilya Samsonov 
stopped 23 shots for his 
first career shutout as the 
Washington Capitals beat 
the Carolina Hurricanes 2-0 
on Monday night. 

The victory broke the Capi¬ 
tals' two-game skid and 
the Hurricanes' three-game 
winning streak. Carolina 
posted shutouts in its previ¬ 
ous two games. 

Samsonov improved to 13- 
2-1. He's won eight straight 
games and hasn't lost since 
Nov. 15. 

Petr Mrazek made 28 saves 
for the Hurricanes. 

The first goal was the 685th 
for Ovechkin, pushing him 
past Teemu Selanne for 
11th place on the NHL's ca¬ 
reer list. Ovechkin's second 
goal at 17:01 was his 28th of 
the season. He needs four 
goals to tie Mario Lemieux 
for 10th place with 690. 
BLUES 4, DUCKS 1 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Alexan¬ 
der Steen scored the first 
goal and Brayden Schenn 
added two assists to lead 
St. Louis over Anaheim. 

The Blues won their ninth 
straight home game, ty¬ 
ing the franchise record for 
one season set in 1991. The 
run marks the longest home 
winning streak in the NHL 
this season. 

Tyler Bozak, Jaden Schwartz 
and Ivan Barbashev also 
scored for the Blues, who 


have won four in a row af¬ 
ter a three-game skid. The 
defending Stanley Cup 
champions are 12-2-1 in 
their past 15 games. 
Through 47 games, the 
Blues (30-10-7) are tied for 
first in the NHL (67 points) 
with Washington. 

Max Comtois had the lone 
goal for Anaheim, which 
has lost four straight. The 
Ducks are 3-9-1 in their past 
13 games. 

Backup goaltender Jake 
Allen improved to 8-3-3 for 
St. Louis. He stopped 20 
shots. 

Ducks goalie John Gibson 
made 30 saves and fell to 
13-19-3. He is 1-5-1 in his last 


seven starts. 

FLYERS 6, BRUINS 5, SO 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Bruins 
star Brad Marchand over¬ 
skated the puck at center 
ice on a shootout attempt, 
clinching Philadelphia's vic¬ 
tory over Boston. 

Travis Konecny scored in 
the fifth round of the shoot¬ 
out for Philadelphia, and 
Marchand lined up for his 
turn needing to score to 
keep the game going. The 
two-time All-Star charged 
toward the resting puck 
but barely nipped it as he 
skated past. 

Officials met briefly before 
signaling the game was 
over. Because Marchand 


made contact with the 
puck, it was considered a 
shot attempt. 

Travis Sanheim scored 
twice in regulation for the 
Flyers, who rallied from a 
three-goal deficit. 

Sean Couturier, Con¬ 
nor Bunnaman and Kevin 
Hayes also scored for the 
Flyers, who were down 5-2 
with 12 y 2 minutes left in the 
second period. Philadel¬ 
phia improved to 15-3-4 at 
home. 

David Krejci had two goals 
and Anders Bjork, Charlie 
Coyle and David Pastrnak 
also scored for the Bruins, 
who gained a point but fell 
to 0-7 in shootouts. 


RANGERS 6, ISLANDERS 2 

NEW YCRK (AP) — Artemi 
Panarin had two goals and 
three assists to match a ca¬ 
reer high with five points, 
and the New York Rang¬ 
ers beat the rival Islanders 
in their first meetings of the 
season.Jesper Fast had a 
goal and two assists, Adam 
Fox added a goal and an 
assist, and Chris Kreider and 
Jacob Trouba also scored 
to help the Rangers get 
their third win in four games 
overall and fifth straight 
at home. Brady Skjei had 
two assists and Alexandar 
Georgiev stopped 32 shots. 
Jordan Eberle and Brock 
Nelson each had a goal 
and an assist for the Island¬ 
ers during their eighth loss in 
13 games (5-6-2). Semyon 
Varlamov made 29 saves 
on 35 shots before being 
pulled midway through the 
third period. 

CANADIENS 2, FLAMES 0 
MCNTREAL (AP) — Carey 
Price made 31 saves for his 
second shutout of the sea¬ 
son and Montreal snapped 
Calgary's five-game win¬ 
ning streak. 

Jordan Weal and rookie 
Ryan Poehling scored for 
the Canadiens, who have 
won two straight since los¬ 
ing eight in a row. 

Price's shutout was the 46th 
of his career, tying Ken 
Dryden for third on the fran¬ 
chise list. 

David Rittich stopped 35 
shots for the Flames, who 
have been shut out six 
times.Q 


Australian Open qualifying begins 
despite poor air quality 



A spectator wears a mask as smoke haze shrouds Melbourne 
during an Australian Open practice session at Melbourne Park 
In Australia, Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2020. 

Associated Press 


MELBOURNE, Australia 
(AP) — Smoke haze and 
poor air quality caused 
by wildfires temporarily 
suspended practice ses¬ 
sions for the Australian 
Cpen at Melbourne Park 
on Tuesday, but qualifying 
began later in the morn¬ 
ing in “very poor" condi¬ 
tions and amid complaints 
by at least one player who 
was forced to forfeit her 
match. 

At the Kooyong Classic 
exhibition in Melbourne, 
former No. 1-ranked Ma¬ 
ria Sharapova struggled in 


the heat and smoke and 
her match against Laura 
Siegemund was called 
off late in the second set. 
Siegemund won the first 
set in a tiebreaker but 
players and officials de¬ 
cided to stop play at 5-5 in 
the second. 

“Both players are feeling 
the smoke so we are going 
to stop the match at this 
point,” the umpire said. 

At Melbourne Park, Slo¬ 
venian Dalila Jakupovic 
was leading her first-round 
Australian Cpen qualify¬ 
ing match against Switzer¬ 


land’s Stefanie Voegele 
when she dropped to her 
knees with a coughing 
spell. 

Ranked 180th, Jakupovic 
was a set up and one point 
away from a tiebreaker in 
the second set when she 
experienced breathing 
difficulties and retired from 
the match. 

“I was really scared that I 
would collapse,” Jakupo¬ 
vic told Australian Associ¬ 
ated Press. “I don’t have 
asthma and never had 
breathing problems. I ac¬ 
tually like heat. The physio 


came again and I thought 
it would be better. But the 
points were a bit longer 
and I just couldn’t breathe 
anymore and I just fell on 


the floor.” 

Jakupovic said it was “not 
fair” that officials asked 
players to take the court in 
those conditions. □ 
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Sainz’s Dakar Rally lead down 
to 24 seconds over Al-Attiyah 


NASCAR changes 
rules to try to improve 
short-track racing 







Driver Nasser Al-Attiyah, of Qatar, and co-driver AAotthieu 
Boumel, of France, race their Toyota during stage nine of the 
Dakar Rally between Wadi Al Dowosir and Horadth, Saudi 
Arabia, Tuesday, Jon. 14, 2020. 

Associated Press 


JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer 
CHARLOnE, N.C. (AP) — 

NASCAR has changed the 
rules on its aerodynamic 
package tor short tracks 
and road courses because 
the racing didn't improve 
at those venues under rules 
introduced last season. 
NASCAR had been fairly 
adamant the rules pack¬ 
age would remain un¬ 
changed but reversed 
course late last season 
when it was evident the 
racing clearly had suffered 
at smaller tracks. 

The most glaring issue was 
a ho-hum penultimate 
race at Phoenix Raceway, 
which this season will host 
the championship finale. 

A week after the dud in 
Phoenix, NASCAR President 
Steve Phelps promised fans 
the sanctioning body was 
working on improving the 


racing at short tracks. 
Teams will now use a sep¬ 
arate rules package at 
Bristol, Dover, Martinsville, 
New Hampshire, Phoenix, 
Richmond, the Charlotte 
Roval, Sonoma and Wat¬ 
kins Glen. The changes in¬ 
clude a significantly smaller 
rear spoiler, which shrinks 
from an 8-inch height to 
2.75 inches. 

The front splitter's over¬ 
hang will now measure a 
quarter-inch (down from 2 
inches), with approximate¬ 
ly 2-inch wings (reduced 
from 10.5 inches). 

The dimensions of the pan 
remain the same. 

“Our goal has always been 
to provide the best possible 
racing for our fans, regard¬ 
less of venue,” said Steve 
O'Donnell, NASCAR ex¬ 
ecutive vice president and 
chief racing development 
officer. □ 


HARADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) 

— Carlos Sainz's lead of the 
Dakar Rally was slashed for 
a second straighf day and 
reduced to 24 seconds on 
Tuesday with three stages 
to go. 

Sainz was powering over 
the 410-kilometer stony 
route from Wadi Al-Dawasir 
northeast to Haradh with 
title rivals Nasser Al-Attiyah 
and Stephane Peterhansel 
when he made a naviga¬ 
tion error and was left be¬ 
hind. 

The Spaniard conceded 
five minufes at the time 
then lost tread on a tire 
and eventually finished 6 
1 /2 minutes behind Peter¬ 
hansel, who earned a rally¬ 
leading third stage win. 
Sainz, 10 minutes up on 
Al-Attiyah on Sunday, was 
just 24 seconds up on the 
defending champion from 
Qafar. 

But Al-Attiyah was wary 


that there was still lots of 
room for error on Wednes¬ 
day on the longest stage, 
534 kilometers. 
"Peterhansel, third overall, 
was 6 1/2 minutes back. 
The teammate of Sainz was 
chasing his 14th Dakar vic¬ 


tory, and eighth in cars. 
"We made no mistakes at 
all with the navigation," Pe¬ 
terhansel said. "We only lost 
10 or 15 minutes, but that's 
nothing. 

We'll try to keep the pres¬ 
sure on the leader."Q 


Astros 



In this Oct. 23, 2017, file photo, Houston Astros bench coach 
Alex Cora watches batting practice during media day for 
baseball's World Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers, in Los 
Angeles. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Page 18 

But does anyone really be¬ 
lieve it? 

Watch the second inning 
of Game 3 once again 
and then decide. That's 
when Darvish was touched 
up for four runs and the As¬ 
tros took a 2-1 lead in the 
series. 

It was almost as if the hit¬ 
ters knew what was com¬ 
ing — which, of course, 
they did. 

If you're still not con¬ 
vinced, Game 5 should 
be evidence enough. Like 
Game 3 it took place at 
Minute Maid Park, where 
the cameras were rolling, 
the dugout trash can was 
booming and the Astros 
bats were blazing. 

All with arguably the best 
pitcher in baseball since 
the turn of the century on 
the mound for the Dodg¬ 
ers. Kershaw didn't make it 
out of the fifth inning, sur¬ 
rendering six runs in a wild 
game that saw the Dodg¬ 
ers score a dozen times — 
and still lose. 

Kershaw, Darvish and the 
rest of the Dodgers were 


called chokers. Manager 
Dave Roberts was taken 
to task on social media for 
not handling his pitchers 
properly. 

It turns out what really 
happened is the Astros 
cheated. Cora, their 
bench coach at the time, 
concocted a scheme to 
steal signs that made an 
already good team even 
better. 

To make matters worse, 
they celebrated on the 
field af Dodger Stadium 
like they had earned every 
moment of it. 

The bitter taste still lingers 


for both Dodger fans and 
players. 

"We were close, buf we 
did if the right way," Na¬ 
tional League MVP Cody 
Bellinger told ESPN before 
the results of MLB's investi¬ 
gation were released. 

It didn't help that the 
Dodgers would moke the 
World Series the next year, 
too, only to see the visiting 
team celebrating a cham¬ 
pionship once again at 
Dodger Stadium. And who 
was the manager jumping 
up and down with his play¬ 
ers and spraying cham¬ 
pagne with his players for 


the second year in a row 
at Chavez Ravine? 

That would be Cora, who 
at least for the moment 
is still the manager of the 
Red Sox. Manfred didn't 
discipline him Monday 
but only because MLB is 
still investigating to see if 
Cora cheated in Boston as 
much as he did in Houston. 
And cheat he did as the 
bench coach of the As¬ 
tros, setting up the system 
that fed sign sequences to 
o monitor near the dugout. 
Manfred's investigation 
put Cora of the center of 
it all, and the guess is he 
will eventually be kicked 
out of baseball, never fo 
return. 

So now the Astros will go 
down in baseball infamy 
for being cheaters on a 
level never seen before. 
They're not quite the Black 
Sox of 1919 but the dam¬ 
age they've done to the 
sport is not insignificant. 
Their reputation is in tatters, 
the feel good story of a cify 
recovering from Hurricane 
Harvey obliterated. There's 
an asterisk attached to 
their championship, and 


no way for their fans to feel 
good about anything from 
the 2017 season. 

There's also no way to 
make things right for the 
Dodgers, who were the 
real victims in all this. 
Baseball isn't about to 
vacate a title from three 
years back, and you can't 
claim a championship 
you didn't win on the field 
anyway, even if you were 
cheated.In the end, the 
Dodgers never got to hold 
the World Series trophy. 
They sat and shed tears 
in their clubhouse after 
Game 7 instead of cele¬ 
brating with 55,000 faithful 
fans. 

There's one other thing 
they missed out on, as 
Darvish — who was pretty 
much run out of town by 
angry Dodger fans after 
the series — reminded ev¬ 
eryone on Twitter after the 
news broke. 

"If the Dodgers are plan¬ 
ning a 2017 World Series 
parade, I would love to 
join!" Darvish tweeted. "So 
if that is in the works, can 
someone make a Yu Gar¬ 
bage Jersey for me?"Q 
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WNBA's 8-year labor deal to hike average salary to $130,000 



In this Friday, May 31, 2019, file photo, Los Angeles Sparks' Chiney Ogwumike (13), obscured at 
left, and her sister Nneka Ogwumike celebrate after a win over the Connecticut Sun in a WNBA 
basketball game in Los Angeles. 


Associated Press 


By DOUG FEINBERG 
AP Basketball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The 

WNBA and its union an¬ 
nounced a tentative eight- 
year labor deal Tuesday 
that will allow top players 
to earn more than $500,000 
while the average annual 
compensation will surpass 
six tigures tor the tirst time. 
The contract, which be¬ 
gins this season and runs 
through 2027, will pay play¬ 
ers on average ot $130,000 
and guarantees full salaries 
while on maternity leave. 
The collective bargaining 
agreement also provides 
enhanced family benefits, 
travel standards and other 
health and wellness im¬ 
provements. 

"I call it historic," WNBA 
Commissioner Cathy En¬ 
gelbert said in a phone in¬ 
terview. "The CBA guaran¬ 
tees substantial (financial) 
increases. The way we are 
paying these players is dif¬ 
ferent than the past. ... The 
top couple players are tri¬ 
pling (in pay) where they 
were. Other players are 
making $200,000-300,000. 
The average will be over 
$130,000. Everyone gets on 
increase here." 

The deal was overwhelm¬ 
ingly approved by players 
and must still be ratified 
by owners. It calls for 50-50 
revenue sharing starting in 
2021, based on the league 
achieving revenue growth 
targets from broadcast 
agreements, marketing 
partnerships and licensing 
deals. 

"I was adamant on the 50- 
50 target," Engelbert said. 
"The league and players 
work together to market 
this league so we can share 
revenue with the players. 
We have to hit some tar¬ 
gets." 

The salary cap will go up 
31 % to $1.3 million in the first 
year — up tram $996,000 
and anather $750,000 
in prize maney for spe¬ 
cial competitions arrives 
in 2021. Under this deal, 
the maximum base salary 
would increase to $215,000 
from $117,500. 

"You can pay your stars. 
That's how the league 
grows," Engelbert said. 

This will be the fifth CBA far 
the WNBA, which launched 


in 1997. Like the last one, 
there is a mutual opt-aut 
pravisian after six years. 

The CBA alsa proposes a 
minimum of $1.6 million 
in offseason league and 
team marketing agree¬ 
ments that would create 
up to $300,000 in addition¬ 
al annual cash for select 
players. The rookie scale 
far the Nos. 1 -4 picks will rise 
to $68,000 — an increase 
at about $15,000 from this 
year — plus the ability to 
qualify for league-guar¬ 
anteed maney under the 
marketing agreement. 

"It was collaborative ef¬ 
fort,'" WNBA players' union 
president Nneka Ogwu¬ 
mike said. "I think that we 
really all had the same 
things in mind and had dif¬ 
ferent way of getting there. 
We really put aur heads 
tagether and came with 
same ideas." 

Ogwumike said the labar 
pact provides more finan¬ 
cial incentive for players 
to stay in the offseason in¬ 
stead of playing overseas. 
Former league MVP Bre- 
anna Stewart tore an Achil¬ 
les tendcn cverseas last 
year and missed the entire 
WNBA seasan. 

Diana Taurasi sat out a 
season a few years ago 
because her Russian team 
was paying her more than 
$1 million and wanted her 
to rest. 

"This agreement is reflective 
of the game growing and 


the league growing and 
then the revenue share 
will grow," Ogwumike said. 
"Revenue sharing is putting 
yaur best faot forward." 
Engelbert said the addi¬ 
tional money needed to 
fund the CBA will come 
from a variety of sources. 
"Teams and owners are 
stepping up. The league is 
stepping up," said the cam- 
missianer, who started last 
July. 

She also touted the new 
"Changemakers" program, 
with key sponsors support¬ 
ing the WNBA in its trans¬ 
formation across market¬ 
ing, branding and player 
and fan experiences. AT&T, 


Nike and Delaitte are the 
inaugural three business 
partners. "We're haping ta 
lift, nat just women in sports 
and wamen in basketball, 
but women in society.," En¬ 
gelbert said. 

The league will also ex¬ 
pand its schedule by a few 
games and add an in-sea¬ 
son Commissioner's Cup 
tournament this year. 

The WNBA alsa will work 
with the NBA and its de¬ 
velopmental league and 
callage basketball to pro¬ 
mote players for coaching 
opportunities. Engelbert 
said players can get paid 
at the market rate even if 
the NBA franchise is affiliat¬ 


ed with a WNBA team. This 
was an issue last year when 
Washington Mystics guard 
Kristi Taliver could earn only 
$10,000 as an assistant for 
the Wizards because of 
pay restrictions in the previ¬ 
ous CBA. 

Other highlights of the CBA 
include: 

—^Travel improvements 

where players are given 
premium ecanomy airline 
tickets as well as individual 
raams on road trips. In the 
past, players flew coach 
and some shared rooms. 

—A more liberal free agen¬ 
cy system that allows play¬ 
ers to become unrestricted 
free agents sooner begin¬ 
ning next year if they aren't 
given the "care" designa- 
tian by their team. It also 
drops the number of times 
a player can be sa desig¬ 
nated from four to three 
beginning this year and 
down to two beginning in 
2022. 

—Players receive their full 
salary while on maternity 
leave, are given two-bed- 
room apartments for play¬ 
ers with children as well as 
warkplace accammoda- 
tians that provide privacy 
for nursing mothers. 

—^The league is alsa intro¬ 
ducing family planning 
benefits of up to a $60,000 
reimbursement for veteran 
players for costs directly re¬ 
lated to adoption, surroga¬ 
cy and fertility treatment. 

—Enhanced mental health 
benefits and resources.Q 


Bears say they will hold training 
camp at home 


LAKE FOREST, III. (AP) — 

The Chicago Bears will 
hold their entire training 
camp at their headquar¬ 
ters rather than spend the 
first few weeks in Bourbon- 
nais, Illinois. 

The Bears announced 
Tuesday they will remain 
at Halas Hall rather than 
practice the first few 
weeks 90 miles south at 
Olivet Nazarene Univer¬ 
sity, as they have for 18 
years. They held camp at 
Wisconsin-Platteville from 
1984-2001. 

Practices in Bcurbonnais 
were a big draw for Bears 


fans. The team said free 
tickets far wcrkouts at Ha¬ 
las Hall will be made avail¬ 
able this spring. 

The facility has under- 
gane a majar transforma¬ 
tion in recent years with 
two new practice fields 
and more parking spaces 
added, two big reasons 
the Bears can now hold 
camp there. They also ex¬ 
panded their headquar¬ 
ters, adding a new lacker 
room, weight room, caf¬ 
eteria, conference rooms 
and offices. "Olivet Naza¬ 
rene University continues 
to be a valued and com¬ 


mitted partner, but with 
the recent investment in 
our campus expansion 
and state-af-the-art fa¬ 
cilities in Lake Rarest, we 
feel it is important ta stay 
hame far training camp," 
president Ted Phillips said. 
"We would like to thank 
Olivet Nazarene Univer¬ 
sity, including president 
John Bowling, and the 
Bourbonnais community 
for their 18 years of part¬ 
nership and haspitality." 
The last time the Bears 
held camp at home was 
at Lake Rarest Callege 
tram 1975-83. □ 










WEDNESDAY 15 JANUARY 


mflHEALTH 




By: Dr, Carlos Viana 

Foods made from wheat and other grains are staples 
in North American and European diets. We have been 
programmed to have grain products be our diet founda¬ 
tion. Shifting our eating habits towards breads and other 
processed flour products has been easier for government 
agencies and the food industry to manage. Less refined 
grains, often in combination, as with granola cereals and 
whole wheat breads fortified with bran, coarse flours, and 
other additives are now eaten in large quantities because 
they have been presented as ‘health’ foods. Unfortu¬ 
nately, wheat and its close relatives, barley, rye and oats 
have been proven to cause health problems in the diets 
of many people. Wheat intolerance or allergies rank sec¬ 
ond only to milk allergies when we review our patient’s 
medical complaints. It could be that in the Bible’s Luke 
4:4, which says: “Not on bread alone shall man be liv¬ 
ing, but on every declaration of God", has relevance in 
today’s world. By the way, the bread of this time was usu¬ 
ally made from the less offensive, whole grain millet, not 
wheat. 

Grains are popular foods because of their ability to re¬ 
act with live yeast to form the rising or lightness and taste. 
The component that allows this reaction to take place is 
proteins in the grains collectively called “gluten”. The ce¬ 
real grains, wheat, rye, oats and barley all contain similar 
proteins. In many people, especially in individuals with 
blood types O and A, gluten reacts by exciting our im- 


Not by Bread Alone 


mune responses especially 
in the gastrointestinal tract. 
In other words, many peo¬ 
ple are allergic to gluten. 
Grains can present many 
other problems including 
negative reactions to the 
grain contaminated with 
pesticides, preservatives, 
and molds. But, that will be 
another article. 

Celiac Disease is the best- 
recognized form of gluten 
allergy and is also called 
gluten intolerance. Actual¬ 
ly, I am not the only medical 
professional who believes 
that every person with type 
O blood is gluten intolerant 
and, thus, on the waiting 
list to develop type II dia¬ 
betes. Symptoms of celiac 
disease can range from 
diarrhea, weight loss, and 
malnutrition, to isolated nu¬ 
trient deficiencies with no 
gastrointestinal symptoms. 
The disease is thought to 
be highest among people 
of Northern European de¬ 
scent, but we now know 
that it also affects Hispanic, 
Black and Asian popula¬ 
tions equally as well. Those 
affected suffer damage to 
their intestines when they 
eat specific food-grain 
antigens that ore found in 
wheat, rye, barley or oats. 
The gastrointestinal tract is 
the primary target organ; 
however hidden symptoms 
may show as irritable bow¬ 
el syndrome with iron defi¬ 
ciency anemia, with little 
or no diarrhea. Dr. Kelly, of 


the Boston University Hospi¬ 
tal, in a clinic pathological 
review of celiac disease 
stated that: "...there is in¬ 
creasing evidence that 
most people with gluten 
sensitivity have latent ce¬ 
liac disease with such mild 
manifestations (in the di¬ 
gestive tract) that the diag¬ 
nosis is never mode. 

Wheat intolerance or aller¬ 
gies ore associated with o 
variety of autoimmune dis¬ 
orders, carcinomas of the 
gastrointestinal tract and 
lymphomas. Increased in¬ 
cidences of diabetes, au¬ 
toimmune thyroid disease, 
sarcoidosis, vasculitis, pul¬ 
monary fibrosis, encepha¬ 
lopathy and cerebellar at¬ 
rophy hove been reported 
in celiac patients. This is 
serious stuff. This relation¬ 
ship re-stoted as simple as 
possible says "cereal grains 
cause cancer"! Now, the 
implications are more eas¬ 
ily understood. 

We have had patients with 
inflammatory arthritis that 
improved dramatically 
when we removed milk 
and groin products, espe¬ 
cially wheat, from their diet. 
The occurrence of pain 
in joints, particularly the 
hands, with slight swelling, 
stiffness and loss of mobility 
is the early presentation of 
allergic arthritis; can occur 
strictly as a manifestation of 
gluten allergy. 

High cholesterol, skin dis¬ 
orders, obesity and its 


dangerous health conse¬ 
quences con all be effects 
of wheat allergies. If any 
of these symptoms ore o 
problem, a visit to your clin¬ 
ical nutritionist could help 
you safely change your 
diet and regain your opti¬ 
mal health. 

Get the Point! We have 
known about the disease 
bearing consequences of 
eating wheat and other 
grains for years already. 
Why have you not been in¬ 
formed by public health or¬ 
ganizations? What about 
fiber? Brown (whole grain) 
rice, which is not known 
to cause health problems 
in any blood type is full of 
nutritious B Vitamins and 
eaten daily, keeps your 
colon clean and healthy. 
If you want to check what 
food and chemical intol¬ 
erances are negatively 
affecting your good looks 
and health, check in with a 
Certified Clinical Nutritionist 
or holistic physician trained 
in nutrition. Who knows, the 
bread or the cancer you 
avoid might be yours.Q 
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Rebounding Atlantic City casinos 
see $3.3B revenue in 2019 


By WAYNE PARRY 
Associated Press 
ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. (AP) 

— Atlantic City's casinos 
won almost $3.3 billion from 
gamblers in 2019, helped 
by surging sports and inter¬ 
net bets os the seaside re¬ 
sort continued to rebound 
from o mid-decode melt¬ 
down that sow five casinos 
close. 

Figures released Tuesday 
by the New Jersey Division 
of Gaming Enforcement 
show the nine casinos col¬ 
lectively won $3.29 billion in 
2019, an increase of over 
15% from 2018. 

When an additional $300 
million in sports betting 
revenue is added to the 
equation, the casinos and 
two racetracks that offer 
sports betting won $3.46 bil¬ 
lion last year, a figure that 
does not include money 
from horse racing bets. 

It marked the first year since 
2012 that Atlantic City’s ca¬ 
sinos had won more than 
$3 billion from gamblers. 
That was right before a 
brutal stretch from 2014 to 
2016 that saw five of the 
then-12 casinos shut down, 
and more than 11,000 jobs 
lost. 

The reopening in 2018 of 
the former Trump Taj Ma¬ 
hal as Hard Rock and the 
former Revel as the Ocean 
Casino Resort has brought 
added revenue and jobs 
to the market. 

But those same two new 
casinos also are diluting the 
profitability of the seven ca¬ 
sinos that were in business 
before they reopened. For 
the first three quarters of 
2019, the nine casinos re¬ 
ported a cumulative gross 
operating profit of $484 mil¬ 
lion, down 4.5% from the 
same period in 2018. "The 


revenue increase is a posi¬ 
tive," said David Schwartz, 
a gambling historian with 
the University of Nevada 
Las Vegas. "Right now the 
industry should be in 'grow- 
the-market' mode rather 
than seeking to consoli¬ 
date profits, so a decrease 
in profits isn’t necessarily 
the worst news we could 
get. Overall, what Atlan¬ 
tic City needs right now is 
to improve its image and 
marketing and become a 
destination in a crowded 
Northeast casino market." 
Rummy Pandit, a gambling 
analyst with Stockton Uni¬ 
versity, said Atlantic City 
has successfully diversi¬ 
fied its gambling offerings, 
particularly through sports 
betting and internet gam¬ 
bling. Those two products, 
developed since Novem¬ 
ber 2013, now account for 
more than 18% of Atlantic 
City’s winnings, he said. 

The news was not all posi¬ 
tive. Five of the nine casi¬ 
nos won less money in 2019 
than they did in 2018. Tropi- 
cana was down 8.2% to 
$349.5 million; Harrah’s was 
down 6.1% to $312.6 million; 
Bally’s was down 5.4% to 
$181.5 million; Caesars was 
down 3.7% to $270.9 mil¬ 
lion; and Resorts was down 
3.2% to $178.4 million. 

The Golden Nugget was 
up 15.4% to $378.4 million. 
It finished the year as the 
No. 2 casino in Atlantic City 
in terms of revenue. The 
perennial leader, Borgata, 
was up 3.5% to $797.8 mil¬ 
lion. 

There was no year-to-year 
comparison for the new¬ 
est casinos, which had not 
been open for a full year 
in 2018. For 2019, Hard 
Rock won $350 million, and 
Ocean won $238 million. 


New Jersey had a banner 
year at sports betting, with 
nearly $4.6 billion wagered 
on pro and college games. 
The state won a landmark 
U.S. Supreme Court case in 

2018, clearing the way for 
all 50 states to offer legal 
sports betting should they 
so choose. Since the first 
bets were taken in New 
Jersey in June 2018, more 
than $5.8 billion has been 
wagered on sports, put¬ 
ting the state right behind 
Nevada in the race to lead 
the burgeoning market. 
The Meadowlands Race¬ 
track in East Rutherford, 
just outside New York City, 
was the runaway leader in 
sports betting revenue with 
just under $150 million. It is 
partnered with the FanDu- 
el sportsbook. 

The other racetrack to offer 
sports betting, Monmouth 
Park in Oceanport, won 
nearly $26 million in sports 
bets. Resorts Digital, which 
is affiliated with the Draft- 
Kings online sports book, 
won nearly $80 million on 
sports. 

Internet gambling also con¬ 
tinued to be a bright spot in 

2019, with $482 million won 
online from gamblers, an 
increase of more than 61% 
over 2018. In the month of 
December, nearly $558 mil¬ 
lion was wagered on sports 
in New Jersey, the second- 
best month ever, trailing 
only November’s total of 
nearly $563 million.Q 
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_ Web$ite: wvm.ar\jba<iyalii¥abaiinTtnt$.^ _ 
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In this June 20, 2019 photo, a dealer throws the roulette ball dur¬ 
ing a gome at the Hard Rock casino in Atiantic City, N.J. 
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iVlurriutt Aruba Surf Club 


PLATIMJM Season 
2B Ocean front S26k 
C>ce3iiside 516^500 
Ocean view Si 5.500 
313EDKM S28k 
*VVK 51 OVS39k 
*WK 52 OV S49k 
* Weeks 7 and 14-a]] views 
riOLI> SieuKon 
2B Oeeanfront S 14k 
2B Oceanside SSk 
GVS5k OVS7k 
3BEDRM $l3k 
Marriott Aruba Oceun 

PLATINUM ?kasmi 
2 Bed OV $I650D Club 
2B OF S26k 
I B OV S9k 

** I mt ion fH^inEs per 
poinl 

C;OLI> Seasioii 
2H Ocean front Si 4 k 
2BOV S9k 

1 Bed S4k 
\n OF S9k 

La Cabunn Bench Resort 

2 lid-Weeks 30-33 Unit 322BC 
and Unit 4l2EiC S65SX) e.week 

Div i Am ha Phoeni^t 

Week 27 and week 29 
Penthouse 2 Bed 3 Bath 
Olher week also available 

We Need Sellers!!! 

Costa Linda & Playn Linda 
Sl Ail Divi Weeks 

VVearc the#l 

RESALE 

agenC in Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
ownfers. Conraci us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any dme.sliaife 
property. 

Cufituct: 

j y l]e(;^)conc ier ^realt>.cc»Ti 

888-888-2204 EKtm 

viwvi.conciergerealfy.com 

Broker: Michelle Donald 

fMbodt.cmigroupsA^rriottAf ubaSufI/ 
WWW fMlwk.com'grcwps^iTigttAfulwOcH^ 
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m^lCOMICS 


Mutts 



BLIZZARD 2020- BLIZZAR 


□I 




WE STROMSLy 
SUGi^EST VO<J STOCK 
OP ON ALL essential 
FOOP ITEMS PRIOR TO 
THE STORM. 

J 

- ■ 




THAT MEANS 

MOIST CAT 

treats!!I 



6 Chix 


1 HEftR-ftHEY seuVE 
^^EALS Of NlY-fHlCAL 
PROpOR^IOKiS. 



Blondie 



COURSE MOr VOU WON'T 
m), OR '‘OP COURSE NOT', 
' VOU WON'T PROMISE J 
js:. )V0U WON'T SET r-^ 

T T-^ 

rmNic' 
I COULO 
HAVE 
SEEN 
ANY 


ANVTHINS else ON VOUR MINO, ■ 

' h> ■ 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



WATCH out;,, 

WISOUVHASA 

OeWASTATWO 

POREHAND 




Baby Blues 



we wii6 





I ^lpnthave 

PARepTAW<TC?AN 

APULTLIKETH^T/ 



Conceptis Sudoku 
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5 7 

2 
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4 

1 ■ 

9 1 

8 



2 6 

8 

4 



3 5 

9 



5 

6 7 

8 9 




Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACH0S& 

1 

S and ends: 
Tod^pcdge 

scsdes: lug': 
c^K 

iSG'^'eatlastJCfg 

Oder 

l[;DitU:xi£rv ni^-i 
Vi'e:)$!flr 
17^139 3? 
nci-es 

do^ftT. 

Tallin 

'Of KKTiCr 

xecfi 

21 ■ Miss'. 

3c^Li:re?n liw 
2"^ ^■■jndc-'K 
■arsncjfEd 

2&Te)clefs ancle 

2?Cto5 
3? EidsFK 

35 3earie 

3^ Kjueps 

3&CfiftrsS 

gentries 

■1^' .ewe: 
il Vnj£hrn3!t* 

i3lyn^ 'yce ^Sow-: 
43 

eve' 

43 Sidy's 

jnde'v.efir 

43 :here 

47 birtJiKS 
4^ Siefiiii'j^y 
□1 oos irs^ 

a'TKhcd \o 
Tea or cake 
o3l&s: incit!" s 

'"^OKlay 

36 scraps T-ea 
■eTnanis 

eOikrrfxns 
Si Hnayw 
6? up: z-'L-rders 
33 as ar o*v 

6J pTikis" 

™kS 

G6 '’o ^■ie* Pslex 

di-ezlion 



CiMLfd JKquti IK- L UittKWf 

DOWN 

bir,fiefh'n5 : 
becoTvis *e:- 
kn?*n 

2Fr-:EJsaM^f 

3 Irn^a^ng 

4 Ft^a'e a-iiirvHl 

3 SiifificeliJ' gra^^e 
? Lon s lair 
aFrj-ncpsns 
9 iniregiEierfer 
lOBiy :na'e 
aniniJ 

II ^ence opening 
i2£o a frj'du'vii^ 
i4pa'i^ envies 
l9De'r\'ef the . 

pBduceresjtls 
22.^^ G Camol 
23 htjcher'soeigTc 
27 Eiopper 
23 rJo:asriElcy 

29 Tirty fisces 

30 Feaj cf 

31 Tne Fine Free 
S'.Txl' 

63 FVeserve 
6i£hzfires; 

33t>ieEKual 


Ttie^day'a Ptizzle 


WO N K 

o'/o'e 

Tp 



IriHH JtfKj- LLC 


36 Partol thesdTOd! 

^■eai 

39 Lnrjiy y^jrgsle' 

41 Yeijjftrjone^ 
Voseniile 

42 Lindw^r.A 
Ea-han 

4^ Subcase 
46 Paske; 


47 Per^nidtery 
sa:!Ka: 
49.4EiQn'anguage 
50 Kei'ne sosn^ 

63 Eurepaan range 

64 Tria nn 
50LPoen:Er 
6? CaTnie'aa£ 

69 isr.^en (rder 









































































































































































































































Sun Caribbean Realty 
Your Real Estate Broker 

www.suncaribbeanrealty.com 
info@suncarribbeanrealty.com 
call/whatsapp (+297)593-8082 

_^212280 


FOR SALE 
Barcelo 

All inclusive studio deluxe unit 
available. Prime week in Aruba 
sleeps 2. Cost for ownership 
$12,000. Inclusive food and 
liquor package extra. 

Phone: 845 239 2918 or 
email: 

garyhudak684@comcast.net 

_^212279 


FOR SALE 
Casa del Mar 

Presidental unit available:1317 
week 1,2 bedroom, 2 bath, full 
kitchen, dining and living room, 
beautiful pool and fitness center 
$18,000 

Phone: 845 239 2918 or 
email: 

garyhudak684@comcast.net 

_212279 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 

Week 1/Unit 1408 (15k); 

Week 2/1113($16k); 

Weeks 5&6/1315 ($18k/Wk.); 
5&6/1521 ($20k/Wk.); 

Week 7/1308; 7&8/1408 
($18k/Wk.); 

Week 8/1113; 8/1409 
($17k/Wk.); 

Weeks 9-15 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 

_212287 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Spacious House in Ruby/Noord 
3 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, 
pool, build-up 320 m2 and for 
$421,000 including furnitures 
and appliances 
Contact Mito at 593 6318 




SALEDIVI GOLF WK 35 

RM 4201,25 wks left $1695 
also wk 50 Golf 12/19 $2750 
also Divi Dutch wk 35 RM 128 
$1695 

508 651 0016 

local 565 9394 till 1/18 

E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 

_^212289 

SALE DIVI PHOENIX 

WK 34 RM 107, 8/25 
$2850 and Divi Dutch Village 
wk17RM 3205 $1650 also 
Royal Holidays World Wide 
Vacation Club contract 295 
508 651 0016 
local 565 9394 till 1/18 
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 

_^212289 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Gorgeous two story house on a 
hill with ocean/country view in 
Paradera, 3 bedrooms/ 

3 bathrooms with pool for 
$470,000 

Call Mito at 593 6318 
for more details 


FOR SALE 


212283 


Casa del Mar 

Presidental unit available:1511 
week 2, 2 bedroom, 2 bath, full 
kitchen, dining and living room, 
beautiful pool and fitness center 
$18,000 

Phone: 845 239 2918 or 
email: 

garyhudak684@comcast.net 


_^212279 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale Investment 

House at Pos Abao/ Noord with 
4 apartments, being used now 
for short term rentals and for 
$475,000.00 
Call Mito at 593 6318 


212283 


t^DAY B»ND1A 


212283 
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DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Halley Time Travel 


Eagle 3 with 23 weeks remain 


For Rent 

Marriott Ocean club 

1 BR Ocean View Platinum 
Price : $3 K each 

Date : 03/22/20 to 03/29/20 (3) 
03/20/20 to 03/27/20 (2) 
02/21/20 to 02/28/20(4) 

Marriott Surf Club 

2 BR Platinum Ocean Side 
Date : 03/6/20 to 03/13/20 
Price $ 4 K 

For Rent 
Divi Links Golf 

2 BR sleep 8 Price : 2 K 
Date:01/18/20 to 01/25/20 
Studio sleep 4 Price ; $1,5 K 
02/15/20 to 02/22/20 

La Cabana Beach and Casino 

1 BR sleep 4 Price :$ 2 K 
01/18/20 to 01/25/20 

Marriott Ocean Ciub 

Platinum 

1 BR Ocean View $9 K 

1 BR Ocean Front $20 K 

2 BR Ocean View $17 K 
2 BR Ocean Front $26 K 

Marriott Surf Ciub 

Platinum 

2 BR Ocean View $ 15,5 K 
2 BR Ocean Side $16,5 K 

2 BR Ocean Front $ 26 K 

3 Br Ocean View $ 28 K 
Platinum Plus $45 K 

2 BR WK 7 Ocean View 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR WK2 $17 K 
Building 8 Ground floor 

32 weeks remain 
1 BRWK8$16K 
building 6 on the 4th floor 
27 weeks remain 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR PH WK 8/9 $22 K both 
14 th floor 32/22 weeks remain 
1 BRWK 11 
on the 7 th floor 

33 weeks remain $15 K 

Divi Links Goif 

1 BRWK 1/2/3 $30 K 
Birdie 2 on the 3rd floor 
25 weeks remain each 
All 3 weeks together $30 K 
Divi Links Golf 
Studio wk 2 $7,5 K 


1 BRWK3$8,5K 

Eagle 3 with 23 weeks remain 

1 BR WK 8/9 $9,5 K each 
Eagle 9 with 27/19 weeks 
remain 

Divi Links Goif 

2 BR WK 3 $ 22 K 

1 BR wk #4 Birdie 2 on 2sd floor 
19 weeks remain $8.5K 
Eagle 8 with 25 weeks remain 
Studio WK 6 $7,5 K 
Building F 22 weeks remain 

Divi Links Goif 

Studio WK 1 $7,5 K 
building 4 with 28 weeks remain 
Studio Wk 5,7 and 8 $ 8 K 
each 

Birdie 4 with 28/27/29 weeks 
remain 

Divi Viiiage 

1 BRWK1 $8,5 K 
Studio WK 1 $7,5 K 
Building D & F 
25 weeks on each 
Studio WK 1 $7,5 K 
Ground floor Building C 
33 weeks remain 

Paradise Beach Viiias 

1 BR WK 1 & 2 $20 K both 

2 sd floor pool/ocean view 
Renaissance Suites 

1 BRWK 10/11 $8,5 K each 
5th floor garden view 
Barcelo All inclusive 
1 BRWK8$15K 

Eagie Resorts 

1 BRWK5,6,7,8 $7,5 K each 
Ground floor Saturday check in 
1 BRWK7$7,5K 
1 BRWK8$7,5K 

Caribbean Paim Viiiage 

1 BR WK 2 $6 K 
1 BR/2 BR WK 3 $7 K 

1 BR WK 3/4 $6 K each 

2 BR WK 5/6 $7 K each 

House in Ponton 

10 min from town and beach 
4 BR 3 Bath Pool $370 K 
Tierra Dei Soi 

3 BR 2 Bath $520 K 
Le Vent Condo 

3 BR , 2 Bath $650 K 


Call: 630 1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
facebookpage:resales&realty 


Oranjestad 

Hospitai 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tei. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
iMSAN 24 Hours 
Tei.524 8833 


IPHARMACY ON DUTYl 

Oranjestad: 

Oduber Tei. 582 1780 
San Nicoias: 

Seroe Preto Tei. 584 4833 


lOTHER 

Dentai Ciinic 587 9850 
Biood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Waik-in Doctor’s Ciinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Poiice 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicoias 584 5000 

Poiice Tipiine 11141 
Ambuiancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airiines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Biue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



January 15 

Monarch / Mein Schiff 2 
January 16 
Carnival Horizon 
Marella Explorer 2 / MS Sirena 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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EU lays out 1 trillion-euro plan to support Green Deal 



European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen delivers her speech at the European 
parliament Tuesday, Jan.14, 2020 in Strasbourg, eastern France. 

Associated Press 


By SAMUEL PETREQUIN 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — The Euro¬ 
pean Union plans to dedi¬ 
cate a quarter of its budget 
to tackling climate change 
and to work to shift 1 trillion 
euros ($1.1 trillion) in invest¬ 
ment toward making the 
EU's economy more envi¬ 
ronmentally friendly over 
the next 10 years. 

Aiming to deliver on Eu¬ 
ropean Commission Presi¬ 
dent Ursula von der Leyen's 
Green Deal, EU officials 
said the Europe Investment 
Plan unveiled Tuesday will 
be funded by the bloc's 
budget and by the private 
sector. 

It includes a mechanism 
designed to help the re¬ 
gions that would be most 
disrupted economically by 
the transition to cleaner in¬ 
dustries. 

Von der Leyen took of¬ 
fice Dec. 1 and has made 
the fight against climate 
change the priority of her 
term as president of the 
EU's executive arm. Her 
Green Deal is aimed at 
making Europe the world's 
first carbon-neutral conti¬ 
nent by 2050, 

"We will support our peo¬ 
ple and our regions that 
need to make bigger ef¬ 
forts in this transformation, 
to make sure that we leave 
no one behind," she said. 
The European Commission 
says that half of the invest¬ 
ment will come from the EU 
budget. National govern¬ 
ments will contribute 100 
billion euros and 300 billion 
euros will come from the 
private sector. 

Another 7.5 billion euros 
from the 2021-2027 EU bud¬ 
get is earmarked as seed 
funding within a broader 
mechanism expected to 
generate another 100 bil¬ 
lion euros in investment. 
That money will be de¬ 
signed to convince coal- 


dependent countries like 
Poland to embrace the 
Green Deal by helping 
them weather the financial 
and social costs of moving 
away from fossil fuels. 

"This is our pledge of solidar¬ 
ity and fairness," said Frans 
Timmermans, the Dutch 
politician tapped as exec¬ 
utive vice president of the 
European Green Deal. 

The plan would allocate 
the money according to 
specific criteria. For exam¬ 
ple, regions where a large 
number of people work in 
coal, peat mining or shale 
oil and gas would get prior¬ 
ity. 

EU leaders agreed last 
month to make the bloc's 
economy carbon neutral 
by the middle of the cen¬ 
tury, but Poland, which de¬ 
pends on coal for much of 
its energy needs, did not 
immediately agree to the 
timeline. 

"The workers losing their 
jobs should be helped for 
re-skilling. There will be sup¬ 
port for new infrastructure, 


job-seeking assistance, in¬ 
vestment in new produc¬ 
tive activities. And the re¬ 
gions where existing activi¬ 
ties will cease will also need 
to be regenerated," said a 
senior commission official, 
who was not authorized to 
speak publicly as a matter 
of practice. 

The final amount of financ¬ 
ing from the plan will de¬ 
pend on discussions be¬ 
tween EU countries on the 
next multi-annual EU bud¬ 
get. 

Johan Van Overtveldt, the 
head of the EU parliament's 
Budget Committee, was 
skeptical about how the 


scheme set-up. 

"It carries a one-trillion euros 
prize tag," he said. "Where 
the money should be com¬ 
ing from remains extremely 
unclear. We are against 
the recycling of promises 
and money. We don't back 
creative bookkeeping and 
financial adventures." 

The Greens group in the Eu¬ 
ropean Parliament, mean¬ 
while, rued the fact that 
the commission did not tie 
the money to a deadline 
for the phasing out coal. 
"No money should be dis¬ 
tributed from this fund be¬ 
fore there are clear com¬ 
mitments and concrete 


dates for the coal phase¬ 
out from member states," 
Green European lawmaker 
Niklas Nienass said. "Poland 
should sign up to EU cli¬ 
mate targets before being 
eligible to money under the 
Just Transition Fund." 

The European Commis¬ 
sion said the plan will also 
be supported by money 
from EU regional programs, 
from the InvestEU Program, 
which mobilizes public and 
private investment using an 
EU budget guarantee, and 
from the European Invest¬ 
ment Bank. 

According to the com¬ 
mission's estimates, meet¬ 
ing the 2030 climate goals 
- which include reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions 
by 40% from 1990 levels - 
will cost an additional 260 
million euros per year. 

In order to qualify for the 
financial support, member 
states will need to present 
plans to restructure their 
economy detailing low- 
emission projects. The plans 
will need the commission's 
approval. 

Projects including nuclear 
power won't be eligible for 
funding, except for those 
related to Euratom's pro¬ 
gram for nuclear research 
and training. 

European lawmakers are 
expected to hold a non¬ 
binding vote on a Green 
Deal resolution on Wednes¬ 
day and von der Leyen 
wants to have a climate 
law adopted by March.Q 



Gene-editing tooi's pioneers 
win israei's Woif Prize 


JERUSALEM (AP) — Two 

global pioneers of modern 
gene-editing technology 
were awarded Monday Is¬ 
rael's prestigious Wolf Prize 
in medicine. 

The Wolf Foundation said 
it was recognizing Jennifer 
Doudna and Emmanuelle 
Charpentier for their work 
in developing the gene¬ 
editing tool CRISPR. 

Their research has the po¬ 
tential to "revolutionize 
medicine by paving the 
way to finding new forms 
of treatment for currently 
incurable diseases," the 
foundation said. 


Gene editing is a way to 
permanently change DNA 
to attack the root causes 
of a gene-based disease. 
It can serve a wide variety 
of other uses too — from 
attacking malaria in mos¬ 
quitoes to breeding hardi¬ 
er crops. CRISPR is a tool 
that seeks out a precise 
piece of DNA inside living 
cells and slices it, allowing 
scientists to turn genes on 
or off, repair or replace 
them. It's long been used 
in the lab and is in early- 
stage testing for treating 
cancer and other diseas¬ 
es. 


Doudna is also being 
recognized for her con¬ 
tribution to the ethical 
discourse surrounding 
this technology's use, the 
foundation said. The Wolf 
Prize is considered one of 
the forerunners to a Nobel 
Prize. About three dozen 
Wolf laureates have gone 
on to win a Nobel. 

Each year the Wolf Foun¬ 
dation honors artists and 
scientists in five fields "for 
achievements in the in¬ 
terest of mankind and 
friendly relations among 
peoples" with the $100,000 
prize. □ 
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Dutch YouTube star 
Nikkie de Jager says 
she is transgender 



Priyanka Chopra, left, and Nick Jonas arrive at the 77th annual Golden Globe Awards at the 
Beverly Hilton Hotel on Sunday, Jan. 5, 2020, in Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Associated Press 

Priyanka Chopra Jonas joining 
Amazon's spy series 'Citadei' 


THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Dutch YouTube 
celebrity Nikkie de Jager, 
whose makeup advice 
channel NikkieTutorials has 
millions ot tollowers around 
the world, has come out 
as transgender, saying she 
took the decision to share 
her story after being black¬ 
mailed. 

"When I was younger I was 
born in the wrong body 
which means that I am 
transgender," she said. By 
Tuesday afternoon, the 
video posted late Monday 
had been viewed more 
than 16.5 million times. 

"Oh my God, this feels so lib¬ 
erating, you have no idea," 
she said in the video. "For 
11 years that I've had my 
channel this has been with 
me, and I always wanted 
to share this with you, but 
I cannot believe that after 
today the world will know." 
De Jager said she'd always 
planned to share the infor¬ 
mation with her followers, 
but never found the right 
time. In the end, blackmail- 


NEW YORK (AP) — Pro¬ 
ducers of the game show 
"Jeopardy!" have apolo¬ 
gized for a clue that wad¬ 
ed into political hot water 
involving Israeli control of 
the West Bank, saying an 
incorrect version of the 
show was sent to television 
stations. 

A game shown last Friday 
asked contestants to iden¬ 
tify the location of famous 
churches. One clue was 
"Built in 300s AD, the Church 
of the Nativity." 

Contestant Katie Needle 
answered, "What is Pales¬ 
tine?" and host Alex Trebek 
said she was incorrect. 

Her opponent. Jack Mc¬ 
Guire, answered "what is 
Israel?" and was awarded 
$ 200 . 

The show was immediately 


ers forced her hand. 

"I have been blackmailed 
by people that wanted to 
leak my story to the press, 
and at first it was frighten¬ 
ing," she said. "It was fright¬ 
ening to know that there 
are people out there that 
are so evil that they can't 
respect someone's true 
identity. It is vile and it is 
gross." 

In the video, she revealed 
that she had always felt 
like a girl, began wearing 
dresses when she was age 
7 or 8, and started taking 
hormones at around age 
14. By 19-years-old, she 
said she had made the "full 
transition" to being a wom¬ 
an, she said. 

"Today's the day. I am free 
and I get to be me, finally," 
she said. "Please know that 
this doesn't change any¬ 
thing about me." 

In a post on Instagram 
Tuesday, she thanked her 
followers for the "incred¬ 
ible amount of love and 
support" she had received 
since posting the video.Q 


attacked on social media. 
The church, in Bethlehem, 
is located in the West Bank. 
Some countries recognize 
that as the state of Pales¬ 
tine while others, including 
the United States, do not. 
"Jeopardy!" producers, in 
a statement on the show's 
website Monday, said they 
realized the question was 
problematic and replaced 
it with another. The out¬ 
come of the game was not 
affected. 

However, due to what 
"Jeopardy!" called human 
error, the uncorrected ver¬ 
sion of the pre-taped show 
was sent to television sta¬ 
tions by mistake. 

"We regret the error and 
we will make sure this never 
happens again," the show 
said in a statement. □ 


By LYNN ELBER 
AP Television Writer 
PASADENA, Calif. (AP) — 

Priyanka Chopra Jonas will 
star opposite Richard Mad¬ 
den in the U.S. edition of 
"Citadel," a drama series to 
be produced in conjunc¬ 
tion with programs from 
several other countries. 

"The idea is to create a 
truly global, action-packed 
spy series," Amazon Studios 
chief Jennifer Salke said. 
"It's a totally innovative, 
multifaceted international 
approach to storytelling, 
and we can't wait to tell 
you more as it comes to¬ 
gether." 

Local-language produc¬ 
tions are being done in 
Italy and India, with an¬ 
other announced Tuesday 
in Mexico. Amazon called 
the U.S. version the "moth¬ 
ership" of the project, with 
production set to begin this 
summer. 

Film star Chopra Jonas was 
in the ABC TV series "Quan- 
tico." Madden starred in 
the award-winning BBC 
and Netflix series "Body¬ 
guard." 

The other "Citadel" pro¬ 
ductions will "enhance 
the experience of engag¬ 
ing with the show," Salke 


said. Further details and 
release dates were not an¬ 
nounced. 

Also announced by the 
streaming service during its 
presentation at a TV critics 
meeting: 

— Meagan Good is among 
the stars of an upcom¬ 
ing Amazon comedy from 
"Girls Trip" creator Tracy Oli¬ 
ver. 

The untitled, half-hour se¬ 
ries revolves around four 
African American college 
friends in pursuit of their 
dreams, the streaming ser¬ 
vice said. 

Good ("Star," 'Think Like a 
Man") plays the "stylish, sun¬ 
ny" Camille, who teaches 
an anthropology course on 
sex and love at Columbia 
University. 

Also starring are Grace 
Byers ("Empire"), Jerrie 
Johnson ("Good Trouble") 
and Shoniqua Shandai ("I 
Am the Night"). 

Byers plays trust-fund baby 
and fashion designer 
Quinn; Shandai portrays 
aspiring singer Angie and 
Johnson plays Tye, de¬ 
scribed as "an alpha fierce, 
queer successful app de¬ 
veloper." 

The series reunites Oliver 
with "Girls Trip" director Mal¬ 


colm D. Lee, who will direct 
the first two episodes. Phar- 
rell Williams is joining the 
show's executive produc¬ 
ers, which include Oliver 
and Amy Poehler, 

— Amazon is touting the 
cast of a new 'The Lord of 
the Rings" series as multi- 
generational actors "from 
around the globe," includ¬ 
ing British-lranian actress 
Nazanin Boniadi and Aus¬ 
tralian actor-musician Tom 
Budge. 

But the streaming service 
declined to say which 
characters — or the races 

— they or other cast mem¬ 
bers announced Tuesday 
will be playing. 

Other details of the pro¬ 
duction also are being 
kept under wraps but "ev¬ 
erything is moving forward," 
Salke said. 

The series will "explore new 
storylines" preceding J.R.R. 
Tolkien's "The Fellowship of 
the Ring," Amazon said. 
Other actors in the series 
based on Tolkien's works 
include Joseph Mawle, 
who played Benjen Stark 
on "Game of Thrones," Mor- 
fydd Clark ("His Dark Ma¬ 
terials") and Ismael Cruz 
Cordova ("Ray Donovan," 
Mary Queen of Scots") .□ 


‘Jeopardy!’ producers 
say controversial 
question 
was mistake 
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In this Dec. 16, 2019 file photo. Spike Lee arrives at the world 
premiere of "Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker" in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 
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Cannes does 'right thing' in 
appointing Spike Lee to iead 


'By ANGELA CHARLTON 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — American di¬ 
rector Spike Lee will lead 
the jury of this year's Cannes 
Film Festival, the first black 
person to hold the post in 
the event's 73-year history. 
Festival organizers hope 
Lee will "shake things up" 
among the world's cinema 
elite at the festival which 
runs May 12-23. And anti¬ 
racism campaigners hope 
Lee's appointment wakes 
up the French cultural 
world to persistent discrimi¬ 
nation and the damaging 
stereotypes it perpetuates. 
Lee said he was "honored 
to be the first person of the 
African diaspora" chosen 
for the prestigious position. 
Festival organizer Thierry 
Fremoux said Lee is the 
first block president of any 
major film festival, calling 
the decision a "message of 
universality." Speaking on 
France's RTL radio, Fremaux 
said it wasn't a political de¬ 
cision, but noted that black 


artists are underrepresent¬ 
ed in the cinema world. 
Many of Lee's films hove 
been shown at Cannes, 
and his "BlacKkKIans- 
man" won a major prize 
at Cannes two years ago. 
This year's festival runs May 
12-23, and the rest of the 
jury members will be an¬ 
nounced in April. 

"When I got the coll... I was 
shocked, happy, surprised 
and proud all at the some 
time," Lee said in a letter. 
He said Cannes "changed 
the trajectory of who I be¬ 
came in world cinema." 
Several of Lee's films first 
screened at Cannes, in¬ 
cluding "Do the Right Thing" 
in 1989. 

Without explicitly mention¬ 
ing Lee's career-long fight 
against racism or other 
political views, the festival 
said Lee's "perspective is 
more valuable than ever" 
and that "Cannes is a natu¬ 
ral homeland and a global 
sounding board for those 
who (re)awaken minds 


and question our stances 
and fixed ideas." 

Lodj Ly, whose film "Les Mis- 
erables" echoes some of 
Lee's work and tackles ten¬ 
sions between police and 
minorities in a poor Paris 
suburb, hailed the move 
by festival organizers. "Les 
Miserables" screened at 
Cannes lost year and won 
on Oscar nomination Mon¬ 
day for best international 
film. 

The honorary president of 
French black rights group 
CRAN also welcomed the 
appointment of a filmmak¬ 
er who confronts viewers 
and powers-that-be with 
strong opinions about dis¬ 
crimination and police vio¬ 
lence. 

'The arts world considers it¬ 
self above questions of dis¬ 
crimination," Louis-Georges 
Tin told The Associated 
Press. "But the #MeToo 
campaign showed that 
sexism is all too present in 
the arts world. And racism 
is too."Q 


Tom Hanks' family offered Greek 


passport too 



Tom Hanks, winner of the Ce¬ 
cil B. deAAille Award, poses 
in the press room at the 77th 
annual Golden Globe Awards 
of the Beverly Hilton Hotel on 
Sunday, Jan. 5, 2020, in Bev¬ 
erly Hills, Calif. 

Associated Press 

By DEREK GATOPOULOS 
Associated Press 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 

Greece's government is 
extending its offer of citi¬ 
zenship to Tom Hanks to his 
wife and their two children, 
in recognition of the fam¬ 
ily's help in assisting victims 


for fire help 

of o deadly wildfire near 
Athens in 2018. Lost month, 
Greek President Proko- 
pis Povlopoulos signed an 
honorary naturalization or¬ 
der allowing the 63-year- 
old actor, who has spent his 
recent summer vacations 
at a family home on the 
Greek island of Antiparos, 
to claim Greek citizenship. 
The decision published 
in o government gazette 
Tuesday and co-signed by 
Greek Interior Minister Takis 
Theodorikokos, revealed 
that the order also includes 
Hanks' wife, actress and 
producer Rita Wilson, and 
their two sons, Chester and 
Truman. 

The wildfire killed more than 
100 people in July 2018, 
sweeping through the 
coastal town of Mati and 
other nearby resorts east of 
Athens. 

"The Hanks family gave o 
signal all over the world for 
immediate relief actions to 
help our fire-stricken fellow 
citizens," the order signed 
on Dec. 27 said. It added 


that in their effort to as¬ 
sist charity efforts they had 
provided "exceptional ser¬ 
vices to Greece." Honorary 
naturalization, under Greek 
low, may be granted to 
people "who have provid¬ 
ed exceptional services to 
the country or whose natu¬ 
ralization serves the public 
interest." Hanks became 
an Orthodox Christian be¬ 
fore his second marriage in 
1988 to Rita Wilson, who is 
of Greek and Bulgarian de¬ 
scent. Hanks, Wilson, and 
Hollywood producer Gory 
Goetzmon co-produced 
the 2002 romantic comedy. 
My Big Fat Greek Wedding, 
which received an Acad¬ 
emy Award nomination for 
best original screenplay. 

In a post on Instagram last 
week. Honks said: "Starting 
2020 as on Honorary citi¬ 
zen of oil of Greece! Kronio 
polo! (more or less, 'Many 
years to you!'). Hanx" 

The post shows the shadow 
of Hanks holding up his left 
arm against an ancient 
Greek statue. □ 














































Colton Underwood of 
'Bachelor' fame has 
memoir out March 31 


NEW YORK (AP) — Paging 
Bachelor Nation. 

Colton Underwood, the ter¬ 
mer football tight end who 
found true love and new 
tome on Season 23 of "The 
Bachelor" has o memoir 
coming out March 3l. 

It’s titled "The First Time," 
Gallery Books announced 
Tuesday. 

The publisher is calling the 
book "unpredictable, hu¬ 
morous, and inspiring" os 
Underwood reflects on 
"growing up in Indiana, 
struggling with self-image 
and bullying, two time oil 
American and three years 
in the NFL, and of course, 
his journey to find love." In o 
statement issued Tuesday 
by Gallery, Underwood 
said, "I’m excited to shore 
my life in this book and 
hope it will give people 
more of on understanding 
of where I hove come from 
and who I am today." Un¬ 
derwood, who turns 28 later 
this month, tried out briefly 
for o handful of NFL teams 



This cover image reieased 
by Gallery Books shows "The 
First Time: Finding Myself and 
Looking for Love on Reaiity 
TV" by former NFL piayer and 
'The Bachelor" sfar Colfon 
Underwood. 

Associafed Press 

before his professional foot¬ 
ball career ended in 2016. 
Three years later, he won 
over Cossie Randolph on 
"The Bachelor" otter she ini¬ 
tially resisted committing to 
him. (He broke off relation¬ 
ships with two semi-finalists 
for her). 

Gallery Books is on imprint 
of Simon & Schuster. □ 



Mandy Patinkin, left, and Claire Danes participate in the 
Showtime "Homeland," panel during the Winter 2020 Television 
Critics Association Press Tour on Monday, Jan. 13, 2020, in 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Associated Press 


'Homeland' star Patinkin lauds 
intelligence community 


By LYNN ELBER 
AP Television Writer 
PASADENA, Caiif. (AP) 

— The U.S. intelligence 
sector has o staunch de¬ 
fender in "Homeland" star 
Mondy Patinkin. During 
o panel discussion about 
the Showtime spy thriller’s 
final season, Patinkin deliv¬ 
ered o passionate speech 
about the respect he said 
it deserves and isn’t getting 
from the White House. 

"To watch this current ad¬ 
ministration, and the con¬ 


tagion and cancer that 
affects the world globally 
of going to war with the 
intelligence community ... 
the cost of that war is just 
o stunner," Patinkin told o 
TV critics meeting Mon¬ 
day. Without referring to 
President Donald Trump by 
name, the actor said "you 
can’t hove it both ways" in 
accepting the intelligence 
community’s analysis when 
desired but dismissing its 
findings on 2016 election 
interference. □ 
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Georgia O'Keeffe Museum is 
backdrop fo U.S. humanities grants 



National Endowment for the Humanities Chairman Jon Parrish Peede announces $31 million 
in direct public grants to museums, historicai sites and coiieges across the country on 
Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2020, at the Georgia O'Keeffe Museum in Santa Fe, N.M. 

Associated Press 


By MORGAN LEE 
Associated Press 
SANTA FE, N.M. (AP)— The 

Notional Endowment for 
the Humanities is seeking 
to inspire private and lo¬ 
cal matching investments 
in cultural institutions os it 
designated $31 million in 
public grants Tuesday to 
support humanities proj¬ 
ects in 45 states. 

Federal funding for the 
humanities is growing de¬ 
spite repeated budget 
proposals from President 
Donald Trump that sug¬ 
gest closing down na¬ 
tional endowments for 
the arts and humanities 
— but haven’t. 

Newly endowed grant 
projects include $750,000 
in so-called challenge 
funding to odd on exhibi¬ 
tion building and create 
o downtown campus for 
the Santo Fe-bosed mu¬ 
seum devoted to the life 
and works of American 
modernist painter Geor¬ 
gia O’Keeffe. Activating 
the grant will require new 
matching private and lo¬ 
cal government contribu¬ 
tions of at least $3 million 
to the Georgia O’Keeffe 
Museum. 

“Generous donors love 
to see their names on the 
amphitheaters and exhi¬ 
bition halls, and the gov¬ 
ernment con be the one 
that puts in the HVAC sys¬ 
tem, the fire-suppression 
system — the essential but 
non-exciting elements,” 
Notional Endowment for 
the Humanities Ghoirmon 
Jon Parrish Peede said. 


Peede, o former liter¬ 
ary magazine editor 
who served stints at the 
Notional Endowment 
for the Arts under presi¬ 
dents George W. Bush 
and Barack Obomo, an¬ 
nounced the new round 
of 188 humanities grants 
at o news conference 
in Santo Fe, flanked by 
O’Keeffe’s iconic paint¬ 
ed images of flowers, on 
adobe church spire and 
high-desert land and sky. 
The Notional Endow¬ 
ment for the Humanities 
has begun aligning grant 
spending with topics of 
American history and civ¬ 
ics that tie into the up¬ 
coming 250th anniversary 
of U.S. independence. 
Peede said that hasn’t 
limited funding for proj¬ 
ects that highlight pre- 
Columbian, indigenous 
civilization. 

Beyond infrastructure, 
the grants support new 
technologies in the hu¬ 
manities, including plans 
for on augmented reality 
opp that recreates the 
features of o 13th century 
city, commemorated to¬ 
day at Cohokio Mounds 
State Historic Site in Illinois. 
About holt of the new 
grant spending tolly is 
earmarked for construc¬ 
tion projects that expand 
the capacity of muse¬ 
ums, historic sites, libraries, 
colleges and universities. 
Recipients run the gamut 
from the Buffalo Bill Cen¬ 
ter of the West in Cody, 
Wyoming, to the St. Louis 
Holocaust Museum and 


Learning Center. 

A digital anthology of 
popular pre-Civil War 
hymns inspired by Euro¬ 
pean composers will be 
created under fellowship 
awards to college and 
university faculty. 

Local humanities councils 
in every state and ad¬ 
ditional U.S. territories will 
disburse on additional 
$48 million in federal mon¬ 
ey. In Santo Fe, o hub for 
collectors and creators 
of Native American art 
with museums that ex¬ 
plore worldwide cultural 
traditions, the O’Keeffe 
museum attracts on out- 
sized annual audience of 
about 200,000 visitors to o 
relatively small exhibition 
space — roughly the size 
of o basketball court. 

That keeps much of the 
museum’s growing col¬ 
lection of O’Keeffe works, 
writings and artifacts 
from her life cooped up 
in archives and storage, 
museum Director Cody 
Hartley said. He envisions 
o campus that brings to¬ 
gether several downtown 
museum properties al¬ 
ready within o two-block 
radius. “We’re still defin¬ 
ing that vision. But we’re 
excited about programs 
like teacher education 
and summer school pro¬ 
grams,” he said. “The 
beauty of this is that with 
more space we con tell 
the story of O’Keeffe’s 
life much more thor¬ 
oughly, much more ad¬ 
equately using oil of our 
collections. ”□ 
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